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HOSE who seek to guard against waste of time 

are careful as to what they read. Yet a sur- 

prisingly large number make it a point to read good 

advertising, such as appears regularly in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times. Do-you? 

















Green Leaves and May 
By A. T. White 


REEN leaves, green leaves, green leaves, and May! 
Green leaves and bird song, all the radiant day! 
Oriole, vireo, Carolina wren, | 
Mocking bird, blackbird, robin, cock, and hen 
Singing in the branches, building in the boughs— 
Oh, thie precious little ones these leafy tents will house! 


Green leaves, green leaves, green leaves, and flowers 

Blowing in the sunshine, growing in the showers! 

Gold and purple irises, pinks, pink and white, 

Vivid gorgeous peoniés, sweet William gay and bright; 

But over all the roses; the roses hold their sway— 

Velvet, gold, and satin-glothed, their breath the soul 
of May! 


Green leaves, green leaves, green leaves, and God! 

Trees and birds and flowers and grass, e’en the very 
sod, 

All by Him created were, for His good pleasure are, 

Not less the glistening buttercup than Heaven’s most 
brilliant star. 

Iilume, O Lord, our reverent souls with light and love, 
that they 

May fender glory back to Thee, like green leaves and 
May! 





The Japanese Suicide 

Suicide is no-new: thing in Japan, By the tragedy 
of self-deception in:the blindness of sin, it is counted 
there a courageous and honorable thing. The Phila- 
delphia Public Ledger has told, by cable from Shang- 
hai, of such a recent suicide. Lieutenant Araki, son 
ofa prominent Japanese, assigned the duty of pro- 
tecting the Japanese consulate in Nanking, was in- 
structed not to fight unless forced to do so. He 
watched the Chinese attack -the consulate grounds, 
outrage Japanese women, and insult the Japanese flag. 
The official records were saved, and the Lieutenant ap- 
peared before his admiral at Shanghai and made a 
full report. Then he “spent the night making peace 
with his ancestors,” and in the morning he killed him- 
self, according to the traditions of the Samurai. . In 
a letter of farewell he wrote: “I maintained calmness 
and presence of mind while witnessing all that hap- 
pened at our consulate. For the sake of the safety 
of the Japanese in Nanking I controlled myself and 
permitted the Nationalist hordes to enter the consulate 
grounds, outraging our people. But I am ashartied of 


my attitude of non-resistance which has imperiled 
the honor and integrity of the Japanese Navy. There- 
fore I assume full responsibility upon myself and atone 
by death, according to our custom.” One cannot but 
respect the sincerity of this young J..anese officer. 
But he made a tragic mistake in supposing that the 
death of any sinner could atone for sin. Only the 
atonement of the only sinless Man who ever lived, the 
Son of God and Son of man, could make atonement. 
And “this Man .. . offered one sacrifice for sins for 
ever” (Heb. 10:12). The one who betrayed Christ 
into the hands of his enemies, Judas Iscariot, after- 
ward committed suicide. Whether they realize it or 
not, suicides are following Judas as their example. 
But through the betrayal of a suicide, “Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many”; and those who 
accept his death in their stead shall live forever. 


x 
Never Save! 


There are treasures that we never should save. 
A writer on “Business Philosophy” in the Philadel- 
phia Public Ledger, William Feather, said recently: 
“Successful editors say, ‘Never save a feature,’ which 
means ‘Put the best you have into the current issue.’ 
You would search a long time before finding a better 
rule than that, for editing a newspaper or mowing 
the lawn. A lot of articles read as though the writer 
were stingy, as though he were afraid to let go too 
many ideas. Such stuff reads as watered milk tastes. 
My idea of a good writer or editor is one who pours 
into each issue or article all he has, and trusts to the 
Lord and his own resourcefulness to find something 
equally good or better to print the next day or the 
next month. That is the way all good work is done. 
The man who consciously ‘lets down’ or ‘holds out’ 
soon finds himself producing fourth-rate stuff.” The 
best philosophy is the divine philosophy; and this rule 
of never saving your best is sound Christianity. It is 
the rule of love, which is the heart of the Christian 
life, for “God is love.” Love always pours out the 
best it has, and “love never faileth,” never breaks down, 


never ceases. “Redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil,” is the method of life for God’s children: 
they are to buy up every opportunity and use it lav- 
ishly to the uttermost. We are to spend our lives 
without stint. Remembering that Christ is our life, 
we are to let him pour himself out through us unre- 
servedly all the time. As the newspaper writer says, 
“That is the way all good work is done”; and it is 
the only way. 
a“ 


Cleansing Deeper than Appearance 


_ Salvation changes the looks of a man. A Chris- 
tian worker has told of an experience that illustrates 
this. Looking out through the open door of a hallway 
in a house in Melbourne, Australia, she saw the post- 
man coming along in his scarlet coat. “My eyes fol- 
lowed him past the open door to the narrow window 
of the crimson glass at the side. To my amazement 
the scarlet coat turned to white. Tears filled my eyes 
as I repeated to myself, ‘Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.’ I rejoiced as 
I realized the full force, and exact truth, of that verse 
that has brought the joy of salvation to thousands of 
repentant sinners.” This is a blessed illustration, to 
be welcomed and used. Yet it does not go far enough. 
For God, through the shed blood of Christ, does more 
than make the scarlet of our sins appear white. The 
Word through Isaiah did not say, “Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall look as white as snow.” They 
shall be is better than they shall look. And God tells 
us how he brings this to pass. He takes our sins 
actually from us and places them elsewhere. That 
“elsewhere”. was God’s own Son; “and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). Then, 
after God had dealt with our sins in the body of Christ, 
and Christ had poured out his own blood in death, 
and God had raised that only Sen from the dead, our 
sins were done away. “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions 
from us” (Psa. 103: 12). - Thank God, our cleansing 
goes deeper than appearance. For “the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 


The Irreducible Minimum 


finding out what is the least possible amount of 

belief with which one can manage to get along. 
There is a hue and ¢ry about religion being too com- 
plicated, —as if complicatedness were a characteristic 
of religion especially. And so we often think to help 
matters by putting everything in a nutshell, as we 
express it. The notion has gone abroad and been much 
encouraged that those who are interested in religion 
have loaded it down with encumbrances, and heaped 
up difficulties in connection with it. Much has been 
said about the creeds, as if they had kept religion 
away from people who were hungering for religion 
and would take-it at once if it were only presented to 
them in its simplest :form. And many are habitually 
speaking of the burdensomeness of the creeds, as if 
they had personally suffered from them, who as a mat- 
ter of fact could not name three of the creeds and have 
never even read two.of them, There is much care- 
less talk which would make=one suppose that re- 
ligion just bristles with creeds wherever you turn, 
Pi that this is what is mainly keeping people away 
rom it, : 

So everywhere is this desire for what is called “the 
irreducible minimum” in the region of faith. What is 
the very least that a man can subscribe to? The idea 
.séems to be that there ought not to be anything burden- 
some about religion. This of all things ought to be 
made easy. Here everything ought to be made as 
effortless as possible. Such is the way of putting it. 

But the fact is that religion does not gather to ‘itself 
more complications than any other activity of life, and 
it seems to be the only region where we especially re- 
sent this. Our social life daily becomes more and 
more highly organized until it even becomes. oppres- 
sive, but we go on and complicate it still further. If 
there is a subject in which we are interested,.we can 


"Tsang seems to be a kind of mania these days for 


hardly accumulate too much matter that bears on it. 
Is it international affairs? —we can hardly wait to 
add something to all we know already. We feel that 
the, more we know the better off we are. We be- 
grudge no time in perfecting ourselves in something in 
which we are interested. The farther we get from the 
few matters we started with, the more satisfied we feel. 
We are proud of it. 

An automobile might serve all the purpose of get- 
ting us where we want to go with dispatch and 
with a very few tools. But no, we want to add every 
accessory and convenience we can think of, or can 
afford or cannot afford. No trouble is too great to get 
it. Our tables would support life in most cases with 
a quarter of what is generally on them, But this ir- 
reducible minimum in diet; in expenses, in care and 
labor, we want nothing to do with. Instead, we hardly 
think we have done anything,- we are even mortified if 
we cannot go beyond what is necessary. One could 
have a home with a few chairs, a few dishes, a stove, 
and according’ to the familiar reasoning we are now 
dealing with, all this would be ideal. But with the 
home one of our dearest hopes is that we may adorn it 
and beautify a little more every year. We lay our- 
selves out on our social engagements; time, money, 
weariness and exhaustion, these are nothing and are 
gladly borne to make. our social situation what it ought 
to be. The irreducible minimum here we view with 
contempt. 

It is only in religion that we are so insistent on 
“the least possible.” Elsewhere we increase the num- 
ber of hours we spend on anything that is dear to us. 
It is only in religion that there rises this sudden de- 
sire for simplicity. Let a man search his own heart, 
and he will soon find that it is not mainly a clear and 
noble desire for simplicity that actuates him, but more 
likely a lukewarm love for the thing and the desire to 
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get the greatest thing in the world at the cheapest 
possible price. 

Many a man, on the realization of this, has turned 
squarely about and henceforth tound a new zest and 
force in his spiritual life. Just putting it plainly and 
squarely to himself .that he was really making his 
religion the cheapest thing in his life has resulted in a 
wholesome sense of shame, and the resolve that he will 
never again have to describe his spiritual life in these 
terms, He, too, is startled into saying, “Neither will 
1 offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God of that 
which doth cost me nothing.” He will begin to put in 
hours in which at first he has to conquer rather pain- 
fully a reluctant attention. When bother and incon- 
venience are connected with some duty, he will accept 
it just as he accepts it with many another thing he 
does. He will no longer ask in his religious life and 
observance what he would scorn to ask and be scorned 
ior asking in his business and social life: whether 
he feels just like doing this or not. In all other direc- 
tions he does not mind if there is some overplus, a good 
deal more than is necessary, of time and expense and 
trouble and much effort that goes for nothing. In 

the desire to be a Christian man he will henceforth ask 
* whether he will do just as much for his religion. 
Hitherto he has given but the dregs and leavings of 
his time and thought and attention, and now it smites 
him with shame. It shall not be so.henceforth. The 
irreducible minimuny has ‘come to seem to him the 
meanest measure a man could-put on his service of the 
Master. 

Years ago in these columns appeared an_ editorial 
entitled, “Doing More Things in Order to Do One.” 
The point was practically the point that our Lord made 
when he said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” Sometimes in order to do one particular 
thing we have set our heart upon we have to alter our 
whole attitude toward life. We cannot summon just 





Echoes from the S. S. T. Radio Class 


A friend of The Sunday School Times sends an 
interesting incident of the radic ministry of Station 
WRAX, of the Berachah Church, Philadelphia, 
through which the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 
The Sunday School Times, and others have been 
broadcasting the teachings *of the Word. 

A few weeks ago, one cold winter morning, a few 
people had gathered in one of the vestibules of the 
Wanamaker Store, Philadelphia, to await the opening 
of the store. They were strangers to each other, but 
conversation started, and a tall, fine looking man said 
to a Christian woman in the group, “Out of town?” 

“No,” she answered, “just from Germantown.” 

“I am from Wheeling, West Virginia,” said he. 

At this moment a couple entered the vestibule and 
the question was repeated, “Out of town?” 

“Yes,” said they, “we are from Miami, Florida.” 

“Well,” said the first speaker, “you know: that since 
radio has become so popular we all seem like next- 
door neighbors.” 

“Do you get Philadelphia stations?” asked the Ger- 
mantown “neighbor.” . 

“Oh, yes,” replied the man from West Virginia, 
“we get WFI, WOO, -and also from a ‘Bacarach’ 
church, about which I must tell you. We have nick- 
named my wife ‘RAX’ because she is so interested in 
WRAX that she eagerly looks forward to their broad- 
casting, and now her father always comes over to 
listen in. And I want to tell you that he has truly 
become a changed man.” 

The Germantown neighbor then said she was a 
member of Berachah, upon which the first speaker 
said, “Do tell your pastor how we have been blessed 
and helped by the messuges over WRAX.” 

Then another couple came in, and they were asked, 
“Out of town?” 

“Yes, we are from Arizona.” 

They had tuned in to WRAX twice, while the 
Miami people had had it numbers of times and enjoyed 
it very much. Said they, “It is so different from any- 
thing we get in our church.” 

Each one was handed a tract with Berachah’s name 
and address. ’ 

The Miami friends said they took down Mr, Trum- 
bull’s questions on the Sunday-school lessons, and tried 
to find the answers. The friendSfrom Arizona were 
greatly interested in a message regarding the church, 
given by Mr. Pettingill; his explanation was quite 
new to them regarding its calling, its purpose, and 
its destiny. 

It is hoped that all who have been blessed by the 
messages from WRAX, as well as those from other 
religious broadcasting stations such as WMBI, of 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, will write to 
these stations telling of the blessing received, so that 
such information may be forwarded to the proper 
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enough tide to float one little boat, we must have 
enough to float a fleet. We cannot well get just enough 
help to take care of one meeting #ithout desiring and 
praying that something greater may come to the whole 
church. Some one defect in our make-up or temper 
we may be conscious of and willing to correct if we 
can; we may pray for that and bend our energies and 
prayers to that end. But we soon find out that the 
one thing cannot be accoinplished without changing 
the whole climate, character, frontage, and tone of life, 
Brother Lawrence of the monastery, who seemed to do 
nearly everything wrong, and could not mend things 
piecemeal, much as he tried, finally decided that what- 
ever he did henceforth he would do solely for the love 
of God and then let things take their course. And 
thereafter he said he found himself doing everything 
better, he found things s.ipped into their places, he 
was no longer a bungler and a disappointment. 
People came to the Lord Jesus and talked about the 
irreducible minimum, and how best to find it and do it 
and believe it. For an answer he generally swept 


their minds and thoughts a world away from the little’ 


plans they were thinking about and showed them how 
to take care of them by thinking of something infinitely 
larger, after which these smaller plans were very likely 
to carry themselves out. 

Sometimes he broke up their whole meager pattern 
of thought by saying something like this: “Give, and 
it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 
into your bosom.” There was nothing said about the 
irreducible minimum, for when you begin to talk about 
that you will find there is no minimum which cannot be 
reduced a little more. It is sorry business for im- 
mortal souls to be asking what is the least we can grve, 
of praying, of attention, of work, of belief, of fellow- 
ship and sympathy, of patience and search, 

“Give all thou canst; high Heaven rejects the lore 

Of nicely calculated less or more.” 





authorities at Washington, as bearing on the super- 
vision and rearrangement of broadcasting stations un- 
der the new radio act of Congress. 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times is grate- 

ful for the many words of appreciation that were 
received during his teaching of the Sunday-school 
lessons the first Quarter of this year. While other ob- 
lisations of the spring and summer prevent his con- 
tinuing with these for the present, he hopes to take up 
the lessons again in the autumn, if the way is clear. 
Meantime the teaching of the Sunday-school lessons 
is given by others Tuesday evenings over WRAX, and 
this station is being greatly improved in its equip- 
ment and power, so that its ministry promises to be 
larger than ever. 

Such a letter as the following, from an Indiana 

reader, shows the blessing of radio: 

Although I may be unable to listen in often on my 
little radio, be sure I want to be enrolled as one of 
your Radio Bible Class members. All that The Sunday 
School Times does is so helpful and so spiritual, I count 
it a blessing to be one of the Family. In my shut-in life 
of thirty years of helplessness such relationship com- 
forts and inspires. 


A New Jersey reader writes: 

I listened to your lesson and readings of the Bible 
tonight with great joy, and more and more admiration 
for my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I thank God 
that I have been saved through his blood. 

You mentioned a book by Dr. Scoficld, of references, 
which you said would be a great help in reading the 
Bible, and I would be pleased to hear from you about 
this book and where I may get it. 


If these radio lessons did nothing but acquaint peo- 
ple with the Scofield Reference Bible, they would have 
been worth while. That work gives the lifetime re- 
sults of the Bible study of that beloved pastor and 
teacher who has gone to be with his Lord, Dr. C. I. 
Scofield; and there is perhaps no cther work quite 
so valuable, furnishing in connection with the Bible 
text itself explanatory notes, and a new system of 
chain references enabling one to follow the whole mes- 
sage of the Bible on the great doctrines and other 
vital subjects. It may be had from book sellers, or 
from The Sunday School Times Company, or from 
the publishers, the Oxford University Press, 35 West 
Thirty-second Street, New York, at from $1.95 to $19, 
according to size, paper, and binding. 

Another reader of the Times, from Tennessee, writes 
concerning the ®cofield Reference Bible: 

We have three of his Bibles in my home, and I have 

given away more than 100 of them in the past three 

years. I now give them as wedding presents to brides. 


The well-known composer, singer, and lecturer, Dr. 
Adam Geibel, wrote the following hearty word: 


As regularly as I can possibly be at home on Tues- 
day nights I listen in to the Sunday-schoel lesson as 
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given by you from Station WRAX, and I would like 
very much to be enrolled as a member of your Radio 
Bible Class. 

I have been connected with the John B. Stetson Sun- 
day-school for nearly forty-two years, and have tried 
to teach a class of men and women for possibly twenty- 
five years of that time. Therefore your discourses on 
the lesson Tuesday nights are very helpful and in- 
spiring. 

I have been asked to broadcast some of my Gospel 
songs from your station. 


A Christian woman in New Jersey tells of her ex- 
perience: . - 


Believe me, it is a real help. I live so far away 
from church that it is almost impossible to go. My 
husband gave me a radio for Christmas, so now I ca 
get the help I need at home. . 


This amusing letter came from another New Jersey 
reader : 


Last night‘I listened in to your teaching of the les- 
son by radio, and had much help from it. I have never 
succeeded before in getting your station, but caught 
nearly every word last evening. You were in rather 
close competition at times with Wagnerian opera, jazz, 
and a man telling the world how to prevent the hair 
from falling. However, I kept one trying and had the 
satisfaction of hearing what I most desired. 

How much the radio resembles life and the struggle to 
keep the voice of the Lord predominant! I hope you 
may be able to continue, as such teaching is greatly 
needed these days when the air is full of voices that 
he us only the “If” of the Devil, and not the “Is” of 

od, 


Every child of God has a Lord who “is able to keep 
you from falling” (Jude 24), and that is even better 
than keeping our hair from falling! But our Lord 
says also: “The very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered. Fear ye not therefore” (Matt. 10:30, 31). 
It looks as though we were pretty safe in his hands. 

An earnest Christian worker who is an old friend 
of the Editor wrote: 


I was at home, waiting on the Lord to give me some- 
thing to speak on; went to the radio, tuned in WRAX, 
and heard your voice clear and distinct: ‘There hath 
no temptation taken you but such as is commen to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temp- 
tation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it’ (x Cor. 10:13). I accepted this as God’s 
precious message from the waves of the wind, like Job. 
God bless you! 


A Pennsylvania woman tells what has happened in 
her home Tuesday evenings: 


I listened to your teaching last evening on the Sun- 
day-school lesson, and what a precious time I am hav- 
ing. It is a wonderful help to me, which I probabl 
would not be able to get any other way. , 

After finishing supper I look forward to 7.30, and I 
let everything else wait. I told my husband that if 
the kitchen was piled with supper dishes they would 
have to wait until I heard that lesson! 


Pesyie a whole family of Pennsylvanians in the 
class: 


You can enroll me and my family of five in your Radio 
Sunday School Class; we have listened in a few times 
and have. had good results from your explanation, and 
hope that God may bless you in this service. 


The memories of half a century are wrapped up in 
this beautiful testimony from a child of God: 


Fifty years ago today, January 28, 1877, about five 
o’clock Sunday afternoon, the Holy Spirit witnessed with 
my spirit that I was a child of God (Rom. 8: 16). I 
am celebrating by asking you to enroll me as a member 
of The Sunday School Times Radio Bible Class. 

The first Sunday in September, 1877, I was given 
charge of a class in the Sunday-school. I am still 
teacher of that class, and hope our heavenly Father may 
permit me to close my fiftieth year as the teacher. 

I trust I may continue a member of the radio class 
until our blessed Lord shall say: “It is enough, come 
up higher.” 


The thrill and wonder of radio increase as the age 
goes on. Some have suggested that our Lord himself 
may have uttered a prophecy concerning radio in 
words that his age could not understand, but that we 
may, when he said to his disciples: “That which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed 
upon the housetops” (Luke 12:3). Again, he said, 
“What ye hear in the ear, that preach ye on the hous® 
tops” (Matt. 10:27). Certain it is that the truths 
that our Lord revealed to his disciples in private are 
being “proclaimed upon housetops” as. the great an- 
tennae of powerful broadcasting stations, erected upon 
“housetops” in “some cases twenty, thirty or forty 
stories above the ground, are flinging out to the whole 
world the invisible but powerful radio waves that 
speak forth the very words of God to countless mil- 
lions of listeners. So it was that Isaiah’s God-breathed 
word was chosen as the Scripture motto of The Sun- 
day School Times Radio Bible Class: “So shall My 
Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall 
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish -that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). 
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An Emotional Pagan Goes in for Experience 


The second in the series 
**The Christian and the Theater ’’ 


By a Former Actor 














fession is. Before long my first engagement was 

over with and I was seeking another. But this time 
I was not so fortunate as I had been in the beginning ; 
no eleventh-hour illness of some other actor brought 
me my second opportunity. At length I accepted an 
engagement in a repertoire company. that was about 
to go out on tour. Though it was not so fine as the 
company with which I had first appeared, it gave 
me the chance to gain the further experience that I 
badly needed. 

The ups-and-downs of my professional life for 
the next few years need not be chronicled here. Trav- 
eling about in different companies as I did much of 
the time I remember those years chiefly as a routine 
of railroad, hotel, and theater. The novelty and ex- 
citement of being a professional actor —the thing my 
silly sout had so desired —soon wore off, and I rap- 
idly acquired a first-hand knowledge of the theater 
as it is. Had I entertained the illusions of many a 
stage-struck amateur te begin with, this growth in my 
education would have shocked me cruelly. But I had 
known what to expect: from the beginning, and the 
reading I had done in college had tended to make a 
realist of me, so that I was prepared to accept “things 
as they are,” not as they ought to be. My ambition 
did not falter—I wanted eventually to excel as an 
actor. And this ambition could be realized, if at all, 
only in the theater. It mattered little to me what the 
theater was for good or evil, so long as it did not in- 
terferé with my own plans. I followed a policy of 
laissez faire and asked others to do the same. 

In describing my introduction to the theater, I have 
thus far dealt for the most part with externals, and 
with these as briefly as possible. For what I did pro- 
fessionally, as an actor on the stage, no longer much 
concerns me. But what I was, unprofessionally as a 
It is this per- 


i SOON learned how precarious the theatrical pro- 


I want the reader to see now. The theater for the time 
being becomes merely the background against which I 
shall bid the ghost of my former. self to walk once 
more. And that ghost can best be made to appear by 
describing my old ways of thinking, for as a man 
“thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

It is Mencken, I believe, who amusingly defines an 
actor as one who is more handicapped by a wooden 
leg than a wooden head. An accurate enough defini- 
tion if the actor be considered in his professional 
capacity alone. Intellect per se has very little to do 
with the business of acting, and may, if not properly 
subordinated, be a positive liability to the actor who 
possesses it. But this fact does not prevent the mum- 
mer from using what brains he has in whatever way he 
chooses once he is on the outside of the stage door. In 
short, the actor has his private life, in which, divested 
of costume and cosmetic, he*is no longer under the ne- 
cessity of pretending to be what he is not. He is 
upon the stage only a short part of the time at the 
most. He may therefore have other interests than the 
theater, and plenty of time to devote to them. 


The Reading that Interested Me 


My own interests outside the theater were pretty 
much of a literary kind. I have always had enough 
intellectual curiosity to be interested in the world of 
ideas, and therefore in books. After I left college, 
and while I was in the theater, I read more avidly 
than ever. At the end of the season on the road the 
interior of my trunk would be well-nigh wrecked from 
the heavy strain of the small library I required it to 
carry. And no matter how little money I might have, 
I never hesitated to spend it if I saw a good bargain 
in some book that I specially wanted. What kind of 
literature did I read? Any kind, so long as it prom- 
ised not too commonplace diversion. Some idea of 
my tastes in fiction may be formed from my mention- 
ing such writers as Anatole France, Theodore Dreiser, 
James Branch Cabell, Arthur Machen, and Joseph 
Hergesheimer, who are typical of a dozen others I 
might name. Among the critics, Huneker, Shaw, 
Havelock Ellis, and H. L. Mencken are representa- 
tive. The writings of these gentlemen and others 
of like persuasion are not calculated to make Bible- 
loving Christians! 

But they will, if permitted, convert the reader “from 
metaphysical and emotional Methodism to metaphysical 
and emotional Paganism,” to quote one of their own 
school, George Jean Nathan. I am not sure that my 
early evangelical background could be described as 
“metaphysical and emotional Methodism,” but “meta- 
physical and emotional Paganism” certainly describes 
the state of mind and soul in which I found myself 
midway in my theatrical experience. The last vestige 


of the orthodoxy that had somehow managed to sur- 


vive college days was by that time swept away, and 


~~ - 





In last week’s issue the writer told how he 
went from a Christian home to the stage. He had 
joined the church when he was about twelve, and 
was “orthodox” in his faith, intellectually. After 
less than two years in a New England college he 
found the opening he sought in a New York the- 
atrical company of the better sort, and was happy 
in the realization that he was a professional actor. 


This week he tells about his personal interests 
and philosophy, after his gradual abandonment 
of the old faith. How he became an “emotional 
pagan” is a sobering story. Remembering that 
he was always and only interested in the stage at 
its so-called highest and best, his words need to 
be taken to heart by many: “My character suf- 
fered a slow disintegration ...I was morally and 
physically bankrupt.” 

God had other and better plans for him. We 
see, in this chapter, how the young actor was 
forced to leave the stage— only temporarily, he 
thought; and next week he tells how 


An Actor Turns from Fatalism to Faith. 











thenceforth my creed (if I may use so positive a term 
to describe what at best was a formless and shifting 
set of beliefs) became the true expression of my 
hedonistic heart. In so far as I had one, my philosophy 
might be called an esthetic materialism, derived, of 
course, from the type of literature I was then read- 
ing. The Bible had been given up for good and all. 
I had learned that the correct intellectual attitude 
toward the Scriptures was to regard them as a-very 
interesing and curious collection of Jewish literature. 
The notion that such a conglomeration of legends and 
lyrics, history and hysteria, was a supernatural revela- 
tion from God could not possibly be entertained by any 
truly enlightened mind. In a superficial way I had 
familiarized myself with the position of the rational- 
istic Bible critics, and I prided myself on the superior 
intelligence that had delivered me from the credulous 
bibliolatry eof my youth. 


“Reconciling”’ Christianity and Evolution 


I had, of course, accepted the evolutionary theory in 
toto, for it provided an excellent basis for the natural- 
istic philosophy I had embraced. But I was no Mod- 
ernist. It will generally be found that the person who 
attempts to reconcile the commonly accepted Christian 
view of the world with the evolutionist’s succeeds at 
the cost of Christianity; the reconciliation is found 
to be no reconciliation at all. The process is so amus- 
ingly illustrated in an old limerick that I cannot resist 
quoting it: 


There was a yoting lady. of Niger 

Who smiled as she rode on a tiger; 

They returned from the ride 

With the lady inside — * 
And the smile on the face of the tiger! 


The denouement of this woeful rhyme is inevitable. 
The young lady chose the tiger for her mount; the 
tiger thereupon chose the young lady for his meal. 
One can scarcely blame the tiger for behaving like a 
tiger, and it strikes me that the lady, who should have 
known better, really deserved what she got. But, 
however one may feel toward the two parties in this 
unnatural alliance, one cannot by any stretch of imag- 
ination call the outcome of their ride a reconciliation. 
So when the Modernist triumphantly proclaims he has 
reconciled Christianity with that uncertain commodity 
which he calls “the assured results of scientific thought,” 





A Bit of Advice from This 


Former Actor 








“Theatrical reform is a Utopian dress 
that only incurably romantic and _ senti- 
mental people indulge in. The best advice 
I can give to the stage-struck amateur who 
insists on entering the professional theater is 
this: Check at the stage-door any of the 
commonplace notions about morality you 
may be carrying, and be prepared to see your 
own share of virtue, if you have any, ooze 
away.” 











it will be found that the reconciliation has been ef- 
fected in much the same way that the lady in the 
limerick was reconciled to the tiger. All that was 
dictinctively Christian has been sacrificed to a rigid uni- 
formitarianism that will not, if it can help, admit the 
supernatural. “The smile on the face of the tiger” 
would hardly be considered adequate compensation 
for the loss of the lady by any friends she may have 
had. They would not think the tiger less tigerish or 
more ladylike because of the smile. Neither are in- 
telligent Christians deceived by the bland smiles of 
Modernism into imagining that its skepticism becomes 
a whit more Christian by becoming affable. “One 
may smile and smile, and be a villain still,” as Hamlet 
long ago discovered. 

_ But if Modernism is not acceptable to Christians, 
it is even less so to sophisticated young pagans fresh 
from college. In short, the Modernist’s compromise 
is rejected by believer and unbeliever alike. In the 
words of Louis Trenchard More, “It is acceptable 
neither to faith nor to reason; it is neither frankly 
spiritualistic nor materialistic.’ This was exactly 
how I felt about Modernism when I considered it 
as a substitute for the evangelical Christianity I had 
renounced. I preferred my naturalism plain without the 
pennyworth of piety that Modernism added for sweet- 
ening. Having given up the great distinctive Christian 
doctrines, -— such for example as the deity of Christ, 
his sin-bearing upon the cross, and: the resurrection, — 
I found Paul’s logic flawless: “What advantageth 
it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; 
for to morrow we die.” 


My Patchwork Philosophy 


I have referred to the philosophy I embraced as a 
kind of esthetic materialism, and that term will do as 
well as any other. But it must not be taken as refer- 
ring to some hard and fast scheme of things that I 
had carefully thought out. My philosophy was noth- 
ing more than a patchwork affair made up of such 
odds and ends as appealed to me aut of my desultory 
reading and careless observation. And it ~existed 
merely as a kind of subterfuge for my selfishness; it 
was my pretended justification of the life I was living. 
But indefinite as it was in some respects, it was clear 
enough in its main outlines, at least. The late Stuart 
Sherman gives a very fine statement of the general 
viewpoint (a viewpoint he.did not at all hold) in his 
essay on “The Idea of Chastity.” He characterizes 
the philosophy as one “which rejects the moral valua- 
tions of life,” and continues: “Its doctrine is briefly 
this: You can’t be sure that any act will yield you 
happiness. You can't be sure that any act will be vir- 
tuous. You can be sure that every act will yield you 
experience. Let us go in for experience and value 
our acts according to quantity and intensity of 4h: 
experience they yield.” 

The theater, with the work I was doing and the 
friendships I was making, provided a favorable en- 
vironment for putting this doctrine into action. The 
actor naturally values a wide range of emotional ex- 
perience. He lives with an eye for dramatic values 
in everything, and he does not hesitate, if he is thor- 
oughgoing, to profane the sanctuary of the soul if only 
he can extract material for his work. It is to this, 
doubtless, that Shakespeare refers in the line “Gor’d 
mine own thoughts, sold cheap what is most dear.” 

Of course, the actor may have no motive at all 
actuating his emotional excursions other than to ob- 
tain from them what pleasure he can. But in either 
case the actor’s own character is bound to suffer. 
Certainly mine did. I became a complete antinomian, 
in timid theory at first, but finally in open practice, 
after I had accustomed myself to the new viewpoint 
and sufficiently seared my conscience. This does not 
mean that my life became a carnival of late-night liv- 
ing and frivolity. In the main I was sober enough. 
Light-headed companions did not appeal to me; what 
friends I had afforded me intellectual as well as emo- 
tional stimulus. But sin is none the less sin because 
it happens to be somewhat refined. And it is always 
true that “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap”; it is true even in this life, though not always 
apparent. My character suffered a slow disintegration, 
and when I came to leave the theater I was morally 
and physically bankrupt. 

Now the theater was not entirely to blame for this. 
Personal blame rests upon the individual, and I am 
perfectly willing to accept my full share of it. But 
when I have said this I have not exonerated the the- 
ater, which remains the thoroughly immoral institution 
it is—a fact there is no gainsaying, as candid people 
who know the theater frém the inside admit. | Some 
of them glory in it. They may as well, since theatrical 
reform is a Utopian dress that only incutably roman- 
tic and sentimental people indulge in. The best ad- 
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vice I can give to the stage-struck amateur who in- 
sists on entering the professional theater is this: 
check at the stage door any of the commonpuiace no- 
tions about morality you may be carrying, and be pre- 
pared to see your own share of virtue, if you have 
any, ooze away. If you manage to preserve some of 
it, don't take any credit, but remember that some 
people are endowed with stronger characters than 
others to begin with. 

This practically completes what I have to say about 
my actual experience in the theater. That chapter 
in my life was closed by a threatened breakdown in 
health — due, of course, to the gradual weakening of 
the body under the strain to which | for a long time 
so thoughtlessly subjected it. For the sake of my 
health it was essential that I should get away from 
the city and, for the time being, put the theater and 
all related interests aside while I tried to recuperate 
my strength. My home was then many miles away 
in a small town where my father for a number of 
years had been the pastor of one of the local churches. 
1 did not particularly relish the prospect of spending 
any length of time in such an environment so utterly 
alien to all that 1 had become accustomed to. But, 
being the proverbially impecunious actor, I did not 
have the means to finance a rest cure in some more 
congenial atmosphere of my own choosing; so I de- 
cided to go home and make the best of the situation. 
It was the return of the prodigal, but a still impeni- 
tent prodigal. I had no other thought in bidding 
good-by to Broadway than that in a short while I 
shou.d be back again. And I should have been dis- 
agreeably surprised and probably incredulous could I 
have glimpsed the future just then. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be a to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be pubiished in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 

rsonal for an answer in these columns, Mother 

uth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am very much troubled, and trust 
you can help me. I am a Christian, but somehow do not 
have victory over a few sins, which 1 know is very displeas- 
ing to God and likewise harmful to me. Over and over 
again have I come to God and asked for forgiveness and 
Promised by his help not to commit the same sin again. 
For a time I had victory, but then did the same thing 
over again and again, until I now think I'll never have 
victory and God won’t forgive me any more for being so 
sinful. Do you think God* would forgive me and give me 
complete victory after doing the same thing so often, or 
must I keep on being so unhappy?—DISCOURAGED ONE. 


EAR “DISCOURAGED ONE’: I feel so sorry 

for you, that you do not yield yourself entirely 
to the power of God. All the trying of the human 
will avails but little, and when you try in that strength, 
you will fail, undoubtedly. Do I think that God will 
“give complete victory”? Why, my child, he couldn't 
give any other kind, 

Only a few weeks ago I wrote in these columns 
about being willing to give up this sinning, and a let- 
ter has come in, written by one who thinks there may 
be some physical reason for returning to sins. It may 
be; but I have had much probing into these sins, and 
have had help in opinions from the medical staff, and 
more than that, yet I must come back to this one 
thought: First of all, you must be willing to give 
up the sin and whatever pleasure it may be to you, 
you must deny yourself daily (or hourly) if you want 
to have victory! The siti question is not be be handled 
successfully by anyone but God. You must be will- 
ing to separate yourself from it, and give it up, and 
Christ will do the work. But this hanging on to it, 
and crying over it, and not yielding it to God will 
never get you away from it. Day after day you will 
grow weaker, and body and soul will bear the marks 
of the sin that Satan will hold you to, if possible. 
There is power in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to save you from it, but you must let the Holy Spirit 
apply it. 

Oh, my dear,, shake yourself from under this ldnd- 
age, and let God work in you, and cleanse you from it, 
and do not give yourself to it, nor let it reign in your 
mortal body (Rom. 6:12). You know you cannot ex- 
pect God to do a partial work. That is not like him. 
He does complete work and “washes whiter than 
snow’! Will you let him? Get to the place where 
you would rather die than dishonor Christ. God will 
forgive, without a doubt. If you are in earnest you 
will be forgiven and go forth a new creature in Christ 
Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17). Do not want. sin and God, too, 
for you cannot have the Lord and serve the Devil at 
the same time. Make your choice, and come out on 
God’s side, and give up the fleshly crime that will de- 
stroy you. . 

Come, I know jusi what the fight is. The “powers 
of the air” are a mighty force, but, dear child, the 
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power of God is mightier than all of them, and it is 
yours for the asking (1 John 4:4). Will you accept 
it, and give up the sin? Read James 4:7, 8 and 1 
Corinthians 6:19, 20.. Now turn your whole mind to 
the Lord who is able to make you more than con- 
queror (Rom, 8:37). He will cleanse you and keep 
you, if you will let him. 





Dear Mother Ruth: You answer other girls’ problems 
so wisely, | wonder if you could help me? I have been a 
Christians for years, and a few montis ago 1 made the full 
surrender to the Lord Jesus of my life. Now what is 
troubling me is this: 1 don’t have enough time for prayer 
and Bible study. Every night when 1 go to bed I set my 
alarm clock so that I will get up im time for the “Quiet 
Hour,” but as soon as I turn off the alarm |! roll over and 
go to sleep again. I hear such a lot of talk about the 
Victorious Life, but I have no victory here. I ask God to 
give me victory and help me to get up, but I cant get up 
somehow. I feel so ashamed of this, but I want you to 
print it in The Sunday School Times, a3 some other girl 
may have my problem. I don’t have to get up until about 
8 A. M., which just leaves me time to get dressed, eat my 
breakfast, and get off to business, and I just can’t get 
up before eight o’clock, no matter how I try. I ask God 
to help me want to get up or else give me strength to 
overcome that lazy feeling, but he doesn’t answer. I am 
so sleepy I fall asleep again. I want to have time for 
prayer and Bible study. Please help me, Mother Ruth. I 
will be looking so eagerly for the answer. 

I have a large Bible class, and I am thirking of giving 
it up, as I don’t think I am fit to teach othcr girls when 
1 don’t have victory myself. What do you think?—ONE 
WHO HAS NO VICTORY. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I certainly can help you if you 
will let me! I can tell you exactly how to have 
victory over such a lazy feeling and over self, if you 
will! Don’t ask God to do something for you that 
you can so easily do for yourself, neither ask to have 
the pathway made easy for you. Get a change of 
will, and when you hear that alarm go oi, get up, for 
there is a rich harvest for you in the reading of God’s 
Word. Have such a hunger for.God and what he has 
to say to you that you cannot lie still, Don’t speak 
about trying, and then not getting up. Get up! Let 
God and self know that you are in earnest, and that 
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such a selfish reason shall not come between you and 
the riches that God has for you. How Satan must 
grin to himself when he sees you so catering to your 
lower nature, when you might rise to heights of wo- 
manhood in knowing the Father who loves you so. I 
do not wonder that you feel ashamed, but it is not 
of a deep enough quality, for it does not cause you to 
change. Do you know, it seems like trifling with the 
dear Lord to take such an attitude on such a question. 

Come, my dear, take life in a serious manner as to 
just how you shall prepare yourself to live! Would 
you even consider giving up an opportunity of help- 
ing girls to know the Lord, in order that you may 
indulge yourself with a few minutes of sleep in the 
morning? Perhaps the Lord would have you make 
some change in your evenings, and go to bed earlier, 
if you are not getting the proper amount of sleep. 
Take this matter seriously, and with reverence bow 
before God and let him fill you with his Holy Spirit. 
Then get up, without a single try! Be a woman, and 
know that life is one glorious opportunity to be help- 
ful to others, and in order to do s0, you must be 
properly fitted, and prepared with the presence of God, 

Remember, you are getting up a few minutes earlier 
to meet God! Don’t treat the matter as though it was 
of little significance; it is all important that you should 
have the victory over self! I hope you will write and 
tell me how you have taken this matter in hand, and 
that you have acted in a manner that will please your 
dear Saviour, that you have drunk at the living foun- 
tain, feasted at the table spread for you, and have been 
filled. Then you can go forth to help others and to 
live a useful life as a representative of Christ. You 
will, won’t you? You will see that it is no trifling 
matter, won’t you? “Jesus will help if you try” are 
the words of an old Sunday-school hymn, 
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Why not precede the regular Sunday evening serv- 
ice by a fifteen or twenty-minute song service? Others 
have done it and found increased attendance and 
interest and better singing, thereby. One of the best 
books for this purpose is Victorious Life Hymns, 
published by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 40 cents a copy, 
or $35 a hundred in manila binding. 








How association quickens interest and 
stimulates attendance 








Men’s Classes That Help Country Churches 


By Ethel Kay Wood 
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H« WAS a typical, loud-mouthed livery stable 
keeper when some members of the Men’s Bible 
Class first went to him, saying, “We want you to go 
to Freeport with us.” They needed his auto. 

“Joke’s on you!” he retorted. “I’m going!” 

The Men’s Class was doing well. Only a year be- 
fore, the few men who straggled into Sunday-school 
had dodged into the women’s class because there was 
no other place. Then they became stirred by attend- 
ing the first meeting of the Men’s Bible Class Asso- 
ciation, and came back and organized a class for men. 
All available cars would be needed to take the num- 
ber who wished to enjoy the next Association meet- 
ing. 

The liveryman went and became interested. The 
next Sunday he went to Sunday-school, and became 
a regular attendant, 

It was a small Methodist church, with the struggles 
of most country churches. When the preacher was 
sick, the question arose as to whether or not to keep 
the church open. 

Then the liveryman made a speech to the class. He 
proposed that the men care for the services until their 
pastor returned, and, furthermore, he asserted that if 
they were unwilling to do this, his opinion of the 
class would so lower that he would stop ceciaing. The 
class stuck! 

A year later, the liveryman went forward to be re- 
ceived into the church. 

There are a dozen other rural churches that_owe 
their new life to the Rockford District Men’s Bible 
Class Association. ; 

It began six years ago when Paul Haight, associate 
teacher of the Men’s Class in Embury M. E. Sunday- 
school, Freeport, Ill., was in Polo, twenty-two miles 
south, one. Sunday and visited the Men’s Class there. 
Returning, he reported some conversations to the Em- 
bury teacher, J. R. Jackson. As a result, forty men 
from the Good Fellowship Class in Freerort attended 
the Polo school in a body. They were invited to 
lunch before going home. 

Of course, they wanted: to invite back! Yes, but 
why not ask more than the Polo men?) Why not all 
the men’s classes of the Methodist schools in that part 
of the State? It was done, and two hundred and fifty 
men attended Embury Sunday-school that Sunday, in- 
cluding the district superintendent. About forty Sun- 
day-schools were invited. Not all responded, but some 
sent many representatives. The Emburv class now has 


an average attendance of eighty, and can muster 135 
or 140 under pressure, 

At that meeting it was simply a get-together propo- 
sition. The men attended the school and the church 
service, then a complimentary lunch. In the after- 
noon there was a talk-fest, boosting the idea of men 
attending Sunday-school. Some one suggested a per- 
manent organization and another meeting the next fall. 

A president, vice-president, and secretary-treasurer 
were elected. Classes close together were formed into 
groups with a chairman for each. A key man in each 
class was to report to the chairman and to carry his 
messages to the class. Later the group chairmen were 
changed to county chairmen and the movement ex- 
tended throughout Rockford District. This reaches 
from Elgin to the Mississippi River and from the 
Wiscensin line south to the main line of the C, B. and 
Q. Railroad from Rochelle to Savanna. Jackson, 
Haight, and H. L. Guyer, teacher of the Polo Men’s 
Class, were the pioneers, Jackson the only president 
since its organization. Meetings have been in October 
or November in different Methodist churches of vari- 
ous Cities. 

The Association has been a big help to the country 
churches, and now includes all the churches in the 
district. It gives’ the district superintendent an organ- 
ization for reaching all the men, and has proved that 
a good men’s class means no trcuble elsewhere. The 
improvement in benevolences has been noticeable. ~ 

All kinds of men have been interested. The class 
at Embury has common laborers and high grade exec- 
utives. The mayor of Freeport, a city of twenty 
thousand, and the county judge are regular attendants, 
One reason given for the success of this class is the 
fact that it has always clung to the International 
Uniform Lessons and given them a practical applica- 
tion. 

The men’s work has also demonstrated its influence 
on the other parts of the school, attendance rising and 
falling in proportion to that in the men’s classes, a 
steady ratio of one man to each six or seven others 
being noticed. F 

Pastors became so interested in the Men’s Associa- 
tion that in at least four churches the services were 
turned over to the women, so that the pastors could 
attend the Association meeting with the men of their 
congregation on Sunday, October 31, 1926, the last 
gathering. 

Drxon, Iii. 
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Lesson for May 1 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, 62 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


Lights and shadows from far reaches of the world’s harvest fields 











‘ 


By Ernest Gordon 











REAT revivals have broken out in the Nias, 

islands of the Dutch East Indies, but the field 

was a hard one at first. The German mission- 
ary Fries describes the situation in 1905. He had 
been attempting a Good Friday service. 

“T stood between planks and beams, above me a 
ceiling of smoked leaves, in front of me the little 
audience. It was pouring in streams and the dirty 
water gurgled into our hut. I could not blame any 
Nias if he preferred to cower among his idols at 
home. But some had come. There in front of me 
sits the old sinner Sitambayo, with the dullest face 
in the world, chewing betel, the red juice running out 
of his mouth and down his long, dirty body. He 
stared at me a while unintelligently, and then chose 
to stretch himself out to sleep, snoring until I had to 
eject him. His oldest son, Wasai, began to joke and 
titter until I was obliged to call him to order. Only 
one sat and listened, shaking his head dubiously. A 
couple of young people started a game. Another drew 
the lining from his garment, in and out, then stood up 
in front of me while I was preaching, demanding a 
new jacket. Various old women, believing that the 
time had come for begging, began to cry loudly for 
tobacco. 

“Apart from all this, my audience was a hard nut 
to crack. To attempt before stark heathen, in the 
very beginning of a mission, to develop Good Friday 
thoughts, even in simplest form, is really absurd. 
Every sentence must contain enigmas. Yet a Chris- 
tian carpenter from the Ombolata parish wishes to 
hear something about the meaning of the day. I ama 
beginner, am nearly helpless in the dialect of these 
mountain people. Absolute contradiction! I must 
preach and cannot even speak correctly. I must lead 
in worship and there is no sense of worship present, 
I must talk to a Christian and be comprehensible to 
heathen. When, after such a service, one goes back 
in the rain alone, to ome’s dark and narrow hut, pe- 
culiar feelings come to cheeriest hearts. One thinks 
of Good Friday services at home in Germany, of the 

reat churchful singing ‘O Sacred Head Now 

ounded, of the St. Matthew Passion music of 
Bach and of the German sermon. One feels oneself 
truly on an outpost. ° 

“You say perhaps, ‘In your isolation you must have 
blessed opportunities for quiet meditation.’ I try to 
meditate, but my Nias people give me no peace eve- 
nings. The little window is constantly besieged by 
inquisitive and begging heathen. And until the dark- 
mess comes one hears incessantly, ‘Teacher, tobacco! 
Teacher, teacher, I’d like some salt! Teacher, have 
you rice for me? Give me a fish! Lend me some 
money! Teacher, medicine!’ And so it goes until 
one is quite weary, brews his tea with just a sigh, 
closes the hut and finally opening the Greek Testa- 
ment tries to find something for himself suitable to a 
*Still Friday,’ ” 

Things Brighten.—“The following year there is a 
clean school building in which to hold a Good Friday 
service. The people are summoned to this week day 
meeting, an extra ‘Sunday’ that many refuse to ob- 
serve, lest they please the teacher overmuch. Be- 
sides, on the other side of the mountain, there sounds 
a louder gong, calling to palm wine and hog flesh, 
song and dance. Nevertheless, there are from sixty to 
seventy persons present. The old people range them- 
selves along the walls; before me sit the children in 
groups, with faces far cleaner and already really at- 
tractive. 

“One can now distinguish what families belong to 
the mission and what do not. The first are dressed 
cleanly, their children are washed, they are quiet and 
orderly. The others come in with heathen noise, chew 
betel, and gossip among themselves. 

“Before me on a little table are a bottle of water, 
a glass, and three vials. I fill the glass with water, 
so clear, so pure, so bright,-so innocent did God cre- 
ate the human heart. So should it have remained, 
God wished it but it did not. 

“A few drops of dark chloride of iron color the 
water red. Temptation came, Satanic suggestion. 
Two drops of spiritual poison and the whole heart 
was altered. But sin is at first of beautiful color; 
the mixture looks like a sweet fruit juice, and it de- 
ceives the mind. 

“I pour in a little carbolic acid, and at once the con- 
tent of the glass is black as ink. The power of Satan 
has grown; man is now in his control. Who would 
believe that_this was once water? Who would now 
drink of it? I go to the window and throw it out, 
So might God do with us. So must he do if we are 
wholly corrupt. There is no good thing in us. We 
are fit only for destruction. 

“I repeat the experiment to this point, and then pout 





in a little sulphuric acid. The result is surprising. 
The carbolic acid separates and sinks in a little red 
ball to the bottom. The iron solution is changed and 
clear bright water appears. God will not destroy man. 
He seeks a way to separate man from sin. The judg- 
ment for sin vents took upon himself. He provides 
the only medicine for men by which the original di- 
vine image may yet appear. 
“Come and get this medicine for yourselves!” 


A Testimony from Africa.—Wamba, king of Shi- 
nyanga, was some years ago a persecutor, an idolater, 
an unjust ruler, But he was brought .to Christ by 
the faithful lives and preaching of four of his sub- 
jects who became Christians a little time before he 
did. One of these new Christians had been robbed, 
during famine time, of his whole store of cassava, 
but he decided not to’appeal to the English govern- 
ment. He would forgive his oppressor and return good 
for evil. After this, the king gave audience to some 
of his Christian subjects and himself professed faith 
in Christ. : 

But, before making public profession, he declared 
that his pot of “medicine of the kingdonv’ had been 
stolen and called his soothsayers and medicine men 
together to reveal to him who had taken it. A chicken 
was killed, entrails were examined, and the wiseacres, 
with feigned horror, explained that a plot had been 
hatched to discredit him with the government and 
supplant him by his brother. Whereat the king took 
his hoe, grubbed a bit, and drew out of the earth the 
= pot which his brother was supposed to have 
stolen, 

Thus were the sorcerers exposed as imposters, and 
henceforth any further consultation of chicken livers 
was forbidden in the kingdom. Then the sacred bull 
of the district was ordered slaughtered and fed to 
the chiefs, and, on the same day, the “Rain House” 
of the kingdom, with its magical appliances, was de- 
stroyed and the people told in the future to worship 
God alone. Eight subchiefs, including a brother of 
the king, agreed to seek instruction in the Word of 
God. Since 1920, King Wamba, now Paulo Wamba, 
has been a consistent Christian, a liberal supporter 
of school and church. Last New Year’s, he sent fifty 
baskets of grain to the mission hospital for the keep 
of the patients and in remembrance of what God had 
given him during the year. 

In a letter of testimony to Mr. Maynard of the 
Africa Inland Mission, he describes how for years 
he had spent much, very much, of his substance seek- 
ing spiritual peace. “At that time I did not want to 
hear the words of God, no, not even a little bit. I had 
very great wrath toward all who preached them, and 
sought to drive them out of my country. Then one 
day I strayed into a church and listened to the Words 
of God. At first I was like a man awaking from 
sleep. My heart jumped and ran as I listened. Then 
it was as though I was feeling glad to be hearing such 
pt and from then I began to listen and to under- 
stand, 

“From the time I first believed in Jesus, I have had 
rest from the words of my ancestors and great love 
with rejoicing. in my heart. My hiding place is in 
Jesus, and there is nothing that can remove me from 
him. I am waiting with joy for his coming and for 
that crown of rejoicing that will be mine all my days. 

“I praise God for the grace that redeemed me with 
the blood of his Son. I was a thing of corruption and 
an offense before him: but now I am washed and ac- 
ceptable in his sight. I have sorrow that I have noth- 
ing more to give him, but I have given him all my 
heart, and all that I possess I count as* his in my 
stewardship. I want to be ruled by him.all my days, 
I am your child, Paulo Wamba, King of Shinyanga.” 


The Story of Francesco Gandara is told by the 
Rev. Alfred Wright, the veteran Congregationalist 
missionary in Mexico. Born on a remote ranch in the 
State of Zacetecas, Gandara served, as a boy, as 
acolyte in a village church at the salary of one peso, 
or fifty cents, a month, The priest said mass out of 
a book, which, besides the missal, had the whole of 
the Scriptures in Spanish bound between its covers, 
When asked by the boy where a copy could be bought 
the priest replied that the book was for priests alone, 
that common people could not understand it and were 
forbidden to read it, that its price was also prohibitive 
(eighty pesos, six years’ salary of an acolyte), and 
that, in any case, one would have to travel to a large 
city such as Guadalajara to buy a copy. 

The boy asked if he might borrow the book. Not 
so! Later, however, when the priest’s heart had. been 
softened by a present of five pesos (five months’ sal- 
ary of the acolyte), he consented to lend it after. mass, 
on condition that the boy should have it back before 








mass the next morning. By no means should he men- 
tion the matter to anyone, 

So, after mass, Francesco took the bulky volume, 
wrapped it carefully in his blanket, so that no one 
should discover what it was, carried it to the hills 
and there in a lonely canyon read all day until it was 
too dark to read longer. Then he secreted it in a hole, 
covering it with his blanket, went to the store, bought 
three candles at two cents apiece and returned and 
read his precious volume until the last of the candles 
had burned out. He was deeply moved by what he 
read and today, twenty years after, recalls three texts 
that stand out clearly in his mind, just as he saw them 
on the page, and that finally led to his conversion and 
separation from Rome. They were, “Cursed be the 
man that trusteth in man” (Jer. 17:5), “Who can 
forgive sins but God only?” (Mark 2:7), and “God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 

After some years, Francesco left his priestly em- 
ployer, learned the trade of saddler, and settled in a 
place where there were evangelical Christians. Here 
he found a Bible at the price of one and a half pesos, 
bought it, and at times spent the whole night reading 
it. 


Then came a period of persecution. His own father 
threatened to kill him, plots were laid to abduct him 
and force him into a course of Catholic instruction. 
All unavailing! Francesco has been for many years, 
now, an active and faithful member of an évangelical 
church, and his father, when death came, refused 
peeniy aid, saying, “I have already confessed to God. 

et my son read to me from the Bible.” 


Bishop Linton, speaking of the sale of twenty 
thousand Scripture portions in Persia during the year, 
affirms that, as soon as real religious liberty comes in 
Persia, there will be thousands demanding baptism. 


The Holiness Mission in Japan makes this report 
for one month. Our village bands distributed over 
twenty-three thousand tracts, dealt personally with 
more than two thousand souls, held over two hundred 
and twenty-five meetings, and had approximately three 
hundred and fifty seekers. 


More than fifteen thousand students have gone 
through -Silliman, the first and largest Protestant Col- 
lege in the Philippines. Bible study ig required of 
every one. 


In January, last year, nineteen prominent men of 
Carcar, in Cebu, Philippine Islands, sent to the Pres- 
byterian Mission asking for some one to teach Ahem 
the Bible. A class was organized, which has met ceg- 
ularly ever since, and a keen interest in the Word of 
God is noticeable. Ever-watchful Rome sent seven 
Irish priests and started a special campaign in order 
to head off this awakened interest in the Gospel, 


Gossner was a converted Roman Catholic priest 
who preached in Berlin in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century. His famous nursing society, with 
its thousands of volunteers, eventuated in the Eliza- 
beth Hospital, Berlin, which has, for a century, cared 
for the sick. His foreign mission in Chota Nagpur, 
India, is at present in a very flotrrishing state with 
its two hundred. primary schools, six boarding schools 
for boys and girls, flourishing high school, and the- 
ological seminary. In the Ranchi district alone, the 
communicants number 34,903, which makes Ranchi 
nearer Christian than any town in India. 


Italy has been attempting to crowd the Swedish 
Protestant Mission out of Eritrea. Now comes word 
that Tripoli is closed to the evangelical missionary and 
Bible colporteur. 


The Jewish missionary, Johannes Ginsburg, re- 
ports that in Jassy, Roumania, there is a secret broth- 
erhood of well-situated and elderly Jews who believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah and the Saviour of the world. 
They wish, however, to remain Jews by nationality 
and retain their Jewish customs expecting to estab- 
lish themselves as a colony in Palestine. In Vienna 
also a secret movement among the upper class Jewish 
women is said to be developing. 


The Presbyterian Mission in Siam has extended its 
evangelism to the Tai ple of Yunnan, China, on the 
northern frontier of Siam. Twenty-eight men from 
the theological training school at Chiengmai, Siam, 
have gone to Yunnan, giving from one to three years’ 
service, They travel forty days on foot to reach their 
distant field. The churches of Bangkok have also 
started a national mission movement and chosen Lob- 
puri, some miles to the north of Bangkok, a9 the 
starting point of their work. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 5. MAY I. PETER’S DENIAL AND REPENTANCE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 14 : 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22: 61, 62 
Golden Text.—Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10: 12 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


66 GOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst 
of so many and great dangers, that by reason 
of the frailty of our nature we cannot always 

stand upright; grant to us such strength and protec- 

tion as may support us in all dangers, and carry us 
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.’—Collect for the fourth Sunday after the 

Epiphany. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 14:53.—They led Jesus away. The Judge of 
quick and dead is taken away by oppressive and un- 
righteous judgment (Isa. 53:8). This verse shows 
us the informal assembly before Caiaphas. John adds 
the information that Jesus had been led before Annas 
first of all (18:13). And Annas had sent him in 
chains to the audience ef his son-in-law. It was not 
yet daylight, and a formal meeting of the Sanhedrin 
was impossible, The conspirators were confused and 
perplexed. They had intended to avoid arresting Jesus 
on the Feast Day. But he had driven them to do so 
by the expulsion of their spy, who, had he delayed 
longer, would have been unable to guide their officers. 
Thus they found themselves without evidence, and 
were driven to play the part of prosecutors when they 
should have been impartial judges. 

But malice would not be balked of its prey. Their 
purpose was the murder of the Lord Jesus, and God 
solemnly allowed them to do this. Thus through the 
sin of these men was achieved that sacrifice that en- 
abled God righteously to forgive sin. ss 

It was amid such tremendous scenes as these that 
Peter’s faith was tested. All around his life were 
playing the mighty forces of hatred and sin on the 
one hand, and love and holiness on the other. It was 
as though a fishing boat at sea should have found itself 
between the British and German fleets as they man- 
euvered into position for the battle of Jutland. It 
is as well for us Christian workers to remind our- 


selves and our pupils that constantly, more or less, the: 


same thing is true of our lives. 
“In that mysterious strife, 


The powers of Heaven and hell engage, 
For more than death or life.” 


And we have to take sides. Always the pressure is 
being silently applied. Continually we are judging 
ourselves by our attitude and our response. But ever 
and anon the issue is forced upon us in a way that 
we cannot avoid. We have to come out into the open 
on the one side or the other. We must either con- 
fess or deny our Lord. And usually such a situation 
develops rapidly and startlingly, as it did with Peter. 

Verse 54.—Peter had followed. Peter’s fall has 
called forth the easy scorn of many who never ran 
any risk for Christ. But Peter was no coward. In 
the garden he had dared to strike when there were but 
eleven men with two swords on his side, as against a 
whole cohort of armed men. Even after he had made 
himself thus conspicuous by his actien he dared to 
follow his beloved Master into the palace to see what 
would befall. Peter’s denial is not merely a lesson for 
cowardly and feeble natures but for the whole Church. 

Verse 67.—Warming himself. Hopelessness and 
misery led to physical langour and. cold. Peter was 
shivering in body and wretched in mind. He had come 
to see the end. He had to watch his Lord passive, silent, 
insulted, while he himself looked on in helplessness; 
When the fire was kindled in a great brazier in the 
courtyard he begins to edge his way toward it. He is 
urged, partly by the craving for warmth, and partly 
by the desire to mingle with the crowd so as to pass 
unnoticed. But the firelight played upon his features 
(v. 54) and his secret was quickly penetrated. 

The sharp eyes and the sharp tone of a woman are 


the weapons of the first assault. One of the maids o* ’ 


the high priest is his accuser. Her disposition made 
her a garrulous gossip. There is here no womanly sym- 
pathy with the pitiful secret she had surprised,- no 
womanly impulse to shield a man who is helpless and 
surrounded by his enemies, but only just the vulgar. 
curiosity that delights in the discovery and proclama- 
tion of some one else’s secret even though that secret 
may be their very life. Voluble, excitable, vulgar, 
without refinement or pity: such is the woman pre- 
sented to us in the searchlight of the Holy Ghost. 
Yet she had once been a little child and had played 
girlish games, but the fine gold of a woman’s nature 
had become dim. Ephesians 4:18 might aptly sum up 
her character. Some of us will find in this lesson op- 
portunities of warning ou: tlasses of girls of the dan- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 51 : 1-9. * 
Pnmary Topic: Peter Grieves Jesus and is Sorry. 
Lesson Material: Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22: 61, 62. 
Memory Verse; And the Lord turned, and looked upon 
arse 22: — : 
Junior ic: The Sto Peter’s Disloyalty. 
Lesooe Material : Mark 14: 53, 545 re Lake 22; 61, 62. 
Memory Verse; x Corinthians 10; 12. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How Jesus is Denied Today. 


T tor Young People and Adults: The Danger of Sudden 
emptations. 











Mark 14:53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest: 
and there come together with him all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes. 54 And Peter had fol- 
lowed him afar off, even within, into the court of the high 
priest; and he was sitting with the officers, and warming 
himself in the light of the fire. 


66 And as Peter was beneath in the court, there cometh 
one of the maids of the high priest; 67 and seeing Peter 
warming himself, she locked upon him, and saith, Thou 
also wast with the Nazarene, even Jesus. 68 But he denied, 
saying, 11 neither know, nor understand what thou sayest: 
and he yent out into the * porch; *and the cock crew. 69 


And the maid saw him, and. began again to say to them 


that stood by, This is one of them. 76 But he again de- 
nied it. And after a little while again they that stood by 
said to Peter, Of a truth thou art one of them; for thou 
art a Galilean. 71 But he began to curse, and to swear, 
I know not this man of whom ye speak. 


Luke 22: 61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how that he 
said unto him, Before the cock crew this day, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. 62 And he went out, and wept bitterly. 


1Or, I neither know, nor understand: thou, what say- 
est thou? 2Gr., forecourt. ®Many ancient authorities 
omit, and the cock crew. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








gers-of such graduah and pervasive deterioration. We 
may remind them that. 
“Evil is wrought 
By want of thought, 
As well as by want of heart.” 


Verse 68.—-He denied with hesitation, not so much 
affirming that the charge was false as that he could 
not understand it. And he went out into the porch, 
changing his place, either to escape further question- 
ing or through his increasing mental disquietude, As 
he moved away from the firelight and the noise and 
into the quieter night he heard the first herald of 
the coming morning, 

Verse 69.—The maid saw him. She was not 
to be shaken off. His very movements helped 
to deepen her suspicions, She began with added 
emphasis. to point’ him out to others. Again 
he denied the’ charge, more categorically this time. 
The waters were coming’ in even unto his soul. He 
was ‘sinking in‘ deep mire where there was no stand- 
ing. The floods were beginning to overwhelm him 
(Psa. 69: 1,'2), just‘as a few years earlier the mate- 
rial waves had threatened to do on Galilee. 

An hour passed, an hour of: such shame, perplexity. 
and guilt as he had never known. Then came the final 
assault. He had been all this time trying to pass for 
one of them, one of the enemies of the Lord Jesus. 
But he failed utterly to conceal his Galilean accent. 
We may suppose that under the strain of incessant 
cross-questioning he began to make slips. But at last 
his speech betrayed him. Thou art a Galilean was 
the fierce accusation. It was only a short step further 
for the crowd to begin to cry, “Thou art a Nazarene.” 
The thirst for blood was growing. Some of them were 
already in that temper in which they would gladly 
have carried out a second trial for their own private 
enjoyment, a second-class repetition of the great drama 
which was being worked out within the palace. And 
a kinsman of Malchus used words as threatening as 
were possible without enabling a miracle to be proved 
(John 18:26). 

Verse 71.—But he began to curse, and to swear. 
These words refer to solemn asseverations and oaths, 
not to profanity. Peter will take any oath, do any 
perjury now to hide his relationship to his Lord. 

Verse 72.—The second time. The Lord had not 
forgotten Peter. Even amid his own agony .and 
distress of mind and body he found time to think 
about, and we may be sure, to pray for his harassed 
servant. Though Jesus was helpless and bound in the 
midst of his foes, he yet had all the forces of nature 
at his command. The humble cockerel in some Jeru- 
salem back yard was exactly, even though uncon- 
sciously obeying his will. 

The bird’s strident cry was a Gospel message to 
Peter. It awoke and reinforced conscience. It was 
like the trumpet call of a coming apocalypse. Peter 


had all this time been immersed in the crowd among 
which, and from which he was seeking to hide. His 
Lord had been forgotten in his own peril. Now 
Christ's lowly messenger reminds him that another 
battle is being waged only a few yards away from 
where Peter contended for his life: But this battle 
will have a very different issue, and means even more 
to Peter than his own, Peter turns for the first 
time away from the crowd to look. at Jesus. Oh, won- 
der of wonders, at that very moment Jesus turned and 
looked at him (Luke 22:61). The eyes of Christ, 
full of sorrow and of a glorious resolve, fell on the 
man. He knew that he had added a bitter pang to his 
Master’s sufferings. The crowd and his own danger 


were momentarily forgott@®. Peter went out and wept 
bitterly, 


Devotionat Reapinc— Psalm 51: 1-9. 


_ Spurgeon’s note on the whole Psalm should be borne 
in mind. The great sin of David is not to be excused, 
but it is well to remember that his case has an ex- 
ceptional collection of specialties in it. He was a man 
of very strong passions, a soldier, and an Oriental 
monarch having despotic power. No other king of 
his time would have felt any compunction. for acting 
as he did. We do not mention these facts in order. to 
apologize for his sin, but for the warning of others 
that they may reflect that the like licentiousness. in 
themselves at this day might have an. even graver 
guilt in it than in the erring king of Israel. ’ 


Verse 1.—He appeals at once to God’s mercy. He 
deserves nothing but vengeance. His only hope is in 
the revealed character of God. Blot out. It seems an 
impossible thing to ask. The only thing that presents 
any ray of hope is the multitude of God’s tender 
mercies. 

Verse 2—Wash me. It is not the mere setting right 
of the outward life before men for which he craves, 


but the purification of his own heart. The hypocrite -- 


may be content with getting right with men. The true 
penitent can never. be satisfied with anything short’ of 
being right. with God. 

_ Verse 4.—Against thee, thee only.. The poison of 
sin is that it is an offence against God. David had 
sinned deeply against others, against Uriah and Bath- 
sheba as well as against every right and pure instinct 
in all the nation. But all these enormities were swal- 
lowed up in the fact that he had sinned against 
God. That thou mayest be justified. He cannot 
present any argument against the divine justice. There 
is no plea of extenuation. David is guilty before the 
Judge. The Judge himself has been a witness of the 
crime, and what is done cannot be undone. 

Verse 5.—Behold I was brought forth. He is dum- 
founded at the discovery of his own inbred sin. Sin 
is not something external to himself, but part and par- 
cel of his very being. David’s mother was a godly 
woman; he was born in chaste wedlock; his father was 
a good man; he himself was a man after God’s own 
heart. And yet his nature was as fallen as that of any 
other man. And it only needed the appropriate op- 


portunity for this devastating fact to be brought to 


light (cf. Rom, 7:18). 

Verse 6.—Note the contrast between the two “be- 
holds.” The first introduces us to what man is. The 
second to what God requires. The gulf between is 
infinite, not to be bridged by any human scheimes of 
self-improvement or development. 


Verse 7.—Purify. The Hebrew word is a strange 
one. We might get at the force of it if we translate 
“unsin me.” A desperate disease demands a desperate 
cure. 


Verse 8—Make me to hear joy. _Preposterous 
prayer anywhere but at the throne of God. Prepos- 
terous there most of all but for the cross, where Je- 
hovah Jesus bore “our sins in his body upon the tree” 
(cf. Luke 15:24——-“They began to be merry”). 

A Lesson Outline 
I. Peter. 
1. Courage and devotion. 
2. His mistake; a wrong estimate of 
(1) Himself, 


(2) Circumstances, 
(3) Foes. 


3. His fall. 
4. His sorrow. 

II. The Lord Jesus. 
1. His alertness for Peter. 
2. His self-forgetting love. 
3. His tender sympathy. 
4. His ready help. 
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Leseon for May 1 
Mark 14.: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, & 


Golden Topics 

1. The wisdom of an entire distrust of self. 

2; Our security is dependent upon our being otcupied 
with Christ. When Peter met the Lord’s glance the 
work of restoration began, 

3.. The need for gentleness and humility in our judg- 
ment of others, Anything approaching to boastfulness 
is sheer folly. “My soul shall make her boast in the 
Lord” (Psa. 34:2). - 

4. The certainty of restoration upon repentance 
(Psa. 37: 24). ~ 

5. The various forms of temptation: (1) Slow, 
wearing; (2) Sudden, swift. Which is the more dan- 
gerous? 


The Practical Aim 


To get our pupils to form a right judgment in things. 
Though we may be as im 
an apostle yet we are only men. We need a sober judg- 
ment about ourselves. We need to remember that the 
forces opposed to us are far too strong for us to 
grapple with. If we have never had any great and 
disastrous fall, it is perhaps because we have never 
yet been really tried out: But.also we need to urge 
that there is no need for discouragement. “Greater is 
he that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG 


4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
ene, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor. of the Times, Mr. ne. Have you 
tried assigning some of the: questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW did Jesus try to warn. Peter? 
., 2. How did he tell Peter to guard against temptation? 
3. How did Peter afterward warn others? 
4 What was Peter’s first mistake, leading to his utter’ col- 
lapse at the testing in the high priest’s courtyard? 


gs. What second act within -Peter’s control contributed 
to his fall? ‘ 


por —§,. What is the inevitable result of “following afar off’? 


7. What gave Jesus more agony than the jibes and taunts 
and mockings and scourging by his cnemies? 

8. Have you ever been disloyal to Jesus? (Personal.) 

9 What led Peter to weep when he had been so bold 
in his denial? 

ro. What unspoken reminders must have been in that 
look that broke Peter’s heart? (Luke 22 : 61.) 

11, What Jed him to the denfal when he had been so bold 
in offering to die for the Lord? . 

12, What did-Peter lose that: night that he never found 
again? 

13. What did Peter find out that night that made a new 
man of him, in Christ Jesus? 

14. What led Peter to be so bold after the resurrection? 


1s. What lessons does his experience in each case have 
for us? (Personal.) 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Educat at Juniata College 








Tue PrinciPLe oF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and to detect significant 
likenesses ' and differences. 











HE life of Peter is a life of lights and shadows, a 

life of most significant contrasts.. In the brief 
lesson before us we have him in two situations much 
contrasted. That the same man should, within so 
short a time, stand up boldly in the face of his ac- 
cusers even with cursing and swearing like a hardened 
sinner, and then go out into the night to weep bitterly 
in anguish of spirit is not a usual experience. But 
to those who knew Peter’s close fellowship with the 
Master and his devotion to him, the inexplicable thing 
would be that he should stand up and deny his Lord. 
The sad denial of Christ may be made the central scene 
of three scenes in Peter’s life, and made to stand in 
marked contrast with both the others. 

First of all, it contrasts strangely and strongly with 
that incident when the Lord, in sad anticipation of 
the loneliness of his sufferings, made it plain that Peter 
could not share them, and the impetuous disciple of- 
fered to lay down his life for his Lord. Then it con- 
trasts just as strongly with that scene when this man, 


«who trembled before the accusation of a frail girl, 


dared to charge these rulers of his people with the 
murder of him who was the anointed Son of God; 





rtant in other people’s eyes as — 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 3—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 14-18; 29-31 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3- April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16: 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 ; 16-18 
5. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, 62 
6. May 8.—Peter and the Risen Lord, John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-43 
7. May 15.—Peter at Pentecost ........ #00606 60seccbes Acts a 
8. May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4: 31 
9. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts 5 : 17-42 
10. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles......Acts 10 and 11 
11. June 12.—Peter Delivered from Prison...... Acts 12: 1-17 
12, June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) ......ssecseceeee 1 Peter 2: 433-173 4:1°5§ 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 








and also with that later traditional scene when he 
reaily did dare to offer up his life for the One whose 
glance called up the flood of memories on the night of 
the denial that sent him weeping away. 

But the value of the lesson in the contrast is lost 
unlegs we make clear what was the cause of the dif- 
fence so clearly manifest in the behavior of Peter. 
In his own strength he could offer to die for his Lord, 
but in the crisis he could only deny him; yet when the 
Spirit filled him at Pentecost he had not only boldness 
of utterance but spiritual boldness whose springs were 
not in himself, and it stood the test to the last. The 
explanation, in short, is not in “the psychology of Pen- 
tecost” but in the reality of Peter’s experience at Pen- 
tecost, whose explanation is not in Peter but in the 
Spirit of God. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Lame Ducks.”—And Peter had followed him afar 
off ...and he was sitting with the officers, and warm- 
ing himself in the light (Mark 14:54). If you have 
any doubt about Peter’s being one of us—or our be- 
ing one of Peter —just read this lesson over a few 
times and get it. The trouble with most of our “fol- 
lowing” is that we are away down the road, often 
quite out of sight “around the turn.” And this is not 
the worst of it, for when we do happen to catch up 
we are like as not to be found with those out by the 
fire instead of at the side of the Master. We fellows 
who run out-of-town missions or down town deserted 
churches know our Peters. Well, we should say! 
But here is the big thing about Peter, he really did 
conie along. He did not cut for the tall timber and 
run away to hide—as more than likely some of the 
other disciples did, since we hear nothing of them. 
As we say in church vernacular, “He didn’t go back.” 
That is the great Peter of it (Luke 22:31, 32). 
There are many folks kept from “coming out” for 
Christ because they feel they cannot “hold out.” There 
is a great drawing in their hearts Christward. “Yo 
fellows have something I have not got,” said Went 
W. Grady to Richard Morse and the Y. M. C. A. men, 
“I wish you would show me how te get it.” Then the 
chap that Christ said wanted to “sift” Peter comes and 
says, “A pretty Christian you would be now, wouldn't 
you!” The -first time something went wrong, you 
would cuss and swear like a mule driver —I was going 
to say golf driver. The first time you got caught in 
a fix, you’d lie like the father of lies (John 8: 44). 
Well, that was Mr. Peter for you on that night when 
he followed “afar off,” yet the said Peter became a 
great apostle, one whom Christ could trust and use. 
After Peter, none of the rest of us “lame ducks” need 
despair, but just keep going along, even though some- 
what behind. Some of us may be out by the fire just 
now, but we do not need to stay there. We may 
draw nigh (Jas. 4:8), so that we shall be not only 
anrratte but may even lead on ahead—as did Peter 
at last. : 


Our Women Folks.—The maid saw him, and began 
again to say ... This is one of them. But he began 
to curse, and to swear, I know not this man (vs. 60, 
71). Talk about the Old Book being a man-made 
fake! Who was it that spied Peter? Who is it that 
sees things up around where you live? Who was it 
saw things when you went to school, and “gave you 
away” at the supper table? It wasn’t your brother 
Jim, was it? When you go out to spend the eve- 
ning, who is it that can come home and tell how the 
house was furnished, what folks wore, and most of 
what they said? Well, it isn’t any of you fellows. 
It is the “maid.” Those wonderful, see-everything 
girls of ours. Women were a negligible institution in 
the days the Gospels were written, and no fakir would 
have had a servant girl discover Peter. He would 
have had one of the officers, some “third century” 
Sherlock Holmes, do the trick. These little incidental 
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touches here and all through the Gospel narrative ham- 
mer rivets in my faith. Look how it stung and riled 
Peter. Do you think Peter would have “showed off” 
this way if the accuser had been a man? How is it 
up at your house when the “women folks” who are 
so keen to notice things bring you to account? The 
whole thing is a sorry mess. The chief of the inner 
circle denying the Leader! Can you imagine any other 
religion. putting such a story into its sacred books? 
One of the most glorious of the inglorious incidents in 
the earthly life of the Master is this disaster to Peter. 
It has been the recovery and salvation of thousands of 
Christ’s followers. It has saved lots of us from de- 
spair, We find Heaven does not estimate our value 
from the fool things we sometimes do under sudden 
stress, but we are inventoried for the kind of stuff we 
are at the heart of us (Prov. 23:7; 1 Sam. 16:7). 
Folks are all the time doing mean things to those they 
really love best. But the loved one says, —and it is 
just as like as not to be mother,— “Poor boy, he doesn’t 
mean what he says,” or “Poor girl, she doesn’t mean 
what she says.” Many a woman scolds her husband 
at breakfast and hugs him “to death” at supper! 


Tears.— And Peter remembered. And he went out, 
and wept bitterly (Luke 22:61, 62). Tears — the bit- 
terer the better —are the best things in the world to 
wash out the spot of a fault. A lapse can no more re- 
sist the application of a real. tear than grease can re- 
sist real benzine. The most effective liquid in this 
world and for the next is tears of repentance. While 
tears, however copious and bitter, will not wash away 
sin—the blood of Christ is the only thing that will 
do that—yet tears will float a soul right into the 
haven of faith and forgiveness (1 John 1:7; Mark 
9:24). Have you ever made up with some one with 
whom you have had a difference? The tears were 
there whether they ran down thé outside or the inside, 
Well, it is right here you have the real Peter and the 
whole secret of him. The men that please Heaven 
are not the chesty, perfect Pharisees who give tithes 
and have other perfections, but we poor old Publican 
Peters who hang our heads and cry, “God be merci- 
ful to us.” Sometimes I think that if there was more 
weeping along the sawdust trails, there would: not bé 
sO many returned travelers. Mark Twain in his “In 
nocents Abroad” tells of one of his fellow travelers 
who wept over the grave of Adam and who was “con- 
tinually boring for water.” We are not referring to 
this sort of tears when we say a great and blessed 
function of the human being is the ability to shed tears, 
The Peter kind of tears. When Israel and Judah shed 
tears, God could always bless and prosper them, 

CoaT§SVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is -paid for ‘each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each weeks 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 


Worse than Slippery Ice.—Let him that thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fall (Golden Text). 
There have been a great many accidents in the Alps, 
and a good many of these accidents occur through 
the climbers being ignorant of the fact that a green 
slope is often more perilous than the slippery ice itself, 
The untrained climber is delighted when he comes to 
a piece of green grass. His caution is at an end, but 
the practiced scientist says that there is nothing more 
dangerous. The grass is more slippery even than 
the ice, and if the slope is deep and there is a precipice 
at the end of it, the green patch betrays them to ruin, 
It is often like that in*human life, not that one’s eter- 
nal security may be jeopardized, but it is possible to 
come to a place of false safety or. reliance on our own 
strength. B iddenly a temptation sweeps us off our feet 
to the ruin of our testimony or even to the place of a 
castaway or disapproved one, losing our reward.—Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. Prize illustration, 


The Popular Answer.—I/ neither know, nor under- 
stand (Mark 14:68). “Mr. Bone,” asked the professor 
in the freshman class, “what three words are used 
most among college students?” “I don’t know,” said 
the student. “Correct,” replied the professor—From 
the Pathfinder. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


The Deacon’s Advice.—Take heed lest he fall 
(Golden Text). A young farmer in the western part 
of America, used to frequent the village barroom and 
hitched his team by the entrance. After his con- 
version, he never visited the barroom, but he continued 
to hitch his team in the same place.. The trained and 
watchful eyes of a good old deacon noticed this, 
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and after congratulating the young man 
on his conversion, said, “George, I am a 
good deal older than you, and will be par- 
doned, I know, if I make a suggestion out 
of my wider experience. No matter how 
strong you think you are, take my advice 
and change your hitching post.” The best 
way is to flee from evil at all times.— 
From Sunday Companion. Sent by Mrs. 
B, Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Unmistakable.—Of a truth thou art 
one of them; for thou art a Galilean (v. 
70). 

Oh, that my tongue might so possess 
The accent of His tenderness, 
That every word I breathed should bless! 


For those who mourn, a word of cheer; 
A word of hope for those who fear; 
And love to all men, far or near. 


Oh, that it might be said of me, 
“Surely thy speech bewrayeth thee 
As friend of Christ of Galilee!” 


—From East and West. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Don’t Be a Bat!—J know not this man 
(v. 71). A story is told of a. battle be- 
tween animals on one side, and fowls on 
the other. There was a bat in the battle. 
When the animals rushed upon the fowls, 
he drew in his wings and cried, “I am an 
animal.” When the fowls rushed upon 
the animals, he stretched out his wings, 
and cried, “I am a fowl.” Many people 
are of the world when in the worldly 
crowd, yet parade as God-fearing Chris- 
tians when among Christ’s followers.— 
From Sunday Companion. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


If We Would Keep Clean.— Before the 
cock crow twice, thow shalt deny me 
thrice (v. 72). “I'd like to know, grand- 
mother, what’s to prevent me from wear- 
ing my white dress. I don’t want to wear 
just anything, because I’m going to a pic- 
nic.” “Well, my dear,” replied the old 
lady as the little girl stood before her 
immaculately attired, “after you've at- 
tended as many picnics as I have, you'll 
find that while there isn’t anything to pre- 
vent your wearing a white dress out in 
the woods, there'll be a lot of things to 
revent you from wearing a white dress 
ack.” There are many places in the 
world to which it is easier to go spot- 
less than it is to return spotless. It is 
one ‘thing to go and another to return.— 
From Forward. Sent by Mary L. Wil- 
son, Maysville, Ky. 


“Let’s Be Friends!”—Let him that 
thinketh he standcth, take heed lest he fall 
(Golden Text).. A man was being served 
with a writ for a debt. Knowing that 
if he got pos | pee the boundary of his 
county he could not be obliged to take it, 
he ran from the bailiff, and escaped. On 
coming up to him the bailiff said: “You 
have given me a good run, no mistake 
about that; but don’t let us part enemies, 
let us shake hands.” The man was off his 
guard, and as he extended his hand the 
bailiff pulled him over the fence and then 
arrested him. That is what sin does for 
us if we are not on our guard against it. 
—From Present Truth Messenger. Sent 
by William S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


The Big Gun.—Let him that thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fall (Golden 
Text). “The young man who thinks he 
is a big gun will soon get fired,” says the 
Washington Star, Just another: way of 
saying, “Whoso exalteth himself shall be 
abased.”—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we humble ourselves in thy presence today 
as we turn to the story of Peter’s disloyalty 
to thee. How often we have failed thee! 
How often we could have spoken boldly for 
thee when fear has kept us silent! Give us 
the courage, we pray thee, to be faithful to 
thee in every hour of testing, and grant that 
‘we may put no confidence in our own 
strength, but may our confidence be in thee. 
In thy conquering mame. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Peter was so sure 
he wouldn't! He just knew he couldn't 
ever be so. untrue to Jesus his Lord. 
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we can call it self-confidence, —a very 
weak and dangerous condition of mind 
for any of us. For self is exactly that 
in which. we can put no confidence in the 
hour of temptation. Don’t you remember 
how often you have tried in your own 
strength to do right, and how often you 
have failed? Well, you will fail again 
if you trust yourself. Whom can we 
always trust? Yes, Jesus himself. Let’s 
turn the problem over to him. He knows 
all about our testings. We can be sure 
of him. With every temptation he is the 
way of escape. Will you trust him? Let 
us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“He Will Not Let Me Fall.” 
“Hiding in Thee.” 

“Victory in Jesus.” 
“Blessed Assurance.” 

“He Will Hold Me Fast.” 
“Faith Is the Victory.” 

“I Need Thee Every Hour.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in -the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No..4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“His Love Is Like a Father’s” (212: 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 1-14. 
“When I Confessed” (71 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-7. 
“My Heart Renew” (117: 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : 3-4, 7-13, 16-19. 
“By Thee Delivered” (65 : 1-3). 
Psalm 30: 1-4, 6, 7, 1%, 12 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


PPeRBARS all the children in the Pri- 
mary class know the story of Peter’s 
denial. Let them tell you about it, draw- 
ing them out, so that they may express 
themselves freely. In directing their talk 
try to give it a personal turn, and show 
them that little disciples may deny their 
Saviour, too. 

After the children have told you what 





they see in the story, tell them some of 
the causes of Peter’s strange conduct. 
Read the entire chapter from which the 
lesson is taken. Read also Luke ‘22: 31- 


4. 

We have learned how the Master_had 
promised Simon a new, strong name, to 
make him a fisher of men, and to give 
him the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, 
and Simon believed in Jesus, loved him, 
and had left all to follow him. Then he 
had said that Jesus was the Son of the 
living God. This saying pleased Jesus, 
and he had praised Peter, calling him 
by his new name, 

It seems that all of these gifts from 
the Master made Simon proud instead of 
humble and. thankful. He was like a lit- 
tle boy whom his teacher praised one 
day for having learned a hard lesson, 
and promised him a reward, but warned 
him that the next lesson was harder still. 
Yet the little fellow thought he knew bet- 
ter than the teacher, and did not need 
to study, and so he missed the lesson. 

The Master had told the disciples that 
it was going to be hard for anyone to 
follow him that night and the next day, 
and that they were going to forsake him. 
But Peter had said that he would follow, 
even if all the others left him. Then 
Jesus said that Satan had asked for per- 
mission to try to make Peter fall. But 
Jesus told him, “I have prayed for thee.” 
Peter said.“I am ready to go with thee 
to prison and to death.” Then Jesus told 
him plainly that he was going to deny 
his Lord. But he still thought that he 
knew better than his Master, and said 
that he would die first. But at that time 
Peter was sitting with the Saviour, look- 
ing into his face and hearing his loving 
voice. It did not seem possible that he 
could deny him. But Jesus knew the 
power of Satan, and once more he pleaded 
with his self-confident disciple to watch 
and pray. Yet when the Lord was pray- 
ing, Peter slept, as if there were no strong 
cruel enemy seeking his downfall. 

The Master whom he loved was ar- 
rested, and led as a prisoner to the high 
priest’s house to be tried for his life. 
Peter followed afar off, and sat«down 
by the fire among his Saviour’s enemies, 
who said ugly, wicked things about the 
One who had come to save them. And 
Peter forgot all of his great promises, 
and forgot his Master’s wonderful prom- 
ises to him as he listened to the bad, ugly 
talk of the people around the fire. Then 
when different ones began to accuse him 
of being a follower of Jesus, he denied 
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three-times, and then began to curse and 
swear, : 

About this time Jesus turned and looked 
at Peter, and Peter could see that Jesus 
was so sorry, so sorry! Peter remein- 
bered his Master’s words, and was sorry 
too. He did not say a single time, “I 
don’t care,” but he left the crowd, and 
went off by himself to cry like a heart- 
broken child. Peter had learned a les- 
son. Years afterward he wrote: “Be 
watchful: your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, .walketh about, seeketh 
whom he may devour.” 


Cuiinton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Dangers of denial of the Lord Jesus. 
2. Ways of denying the Lord Jesus, 

3. Strength against such denials. 








No one of your Christian girls be- 
lieves she would deliberately deny 
her Lord as Peter did three times on that 
last night of dreadful trial in his earthly 
life. Nor, perhaps, would they, were 
the issue put squarely to them as to so 
many thousands in the early centuries 
of Christianity. Time to think and choose 
would help them realize what such denial 
would mean, and few would fail in the 
courage to stand by their faith. 

But hardly one of those same girls 
realizes how often and easily she places 
herself in the way of denying her Lord, 
almost without knowing it, as Peter did 
that night. Careful reading of the sev- 
eral accounts brings out the dangers un- 
observed by him to which he made him- 
self liable. First he followed his Mas- 
ter so far off that he found himself 


among his friends. What of the com- 
panions of that Christian girl of yours 
—are they also followers of the Lord? 
Or has she drifted into the company of 
those who pay him no allegiance? Cer- 
tainly, if this is true, sooner or later she 
will find herself, like Peter, meeting their 
taunts and temptations to deny him in 
word or deed, and, being alone. in her 
faith, she will almost certainly fall. She, 
like Peter who found it so comfortable 
to be warming himsef in that outer court 
at the fire with the f of his Master, 
may enjoy being among young people who 
set their own standards of living without 
regard to Jesus Christ, but they will 
surely tempt her away from him, in time. 
2. Nor do most young people recog- 
nize in how many ways, other than the 
despised open lie, they may deny their 
Lord, especially when in such company. 
How easy to comply with the wishes of 
“the crowd” —to be “a good sport,” who 
will “do anything the rest want to do,” 
as they put it—without seeing that in 
so doing she is directly wounding her 
Lord, denying the power of -her own 
Christian faith, and lowering the stand- 
ards of the life she knows he would have 
her live. How’ easy to adopt, gradually, 
the standards of the world (when we live 
with worldlings) in matters of dress, and 
speech, and amusements, and reading, and 
even music! Ask that Christian girl 
if she thinks Jesus would like to hear 
some of the music she takes part in, or 
read with her some of the magazines she 
reads, or overhear some of the words she 
speaks —if she has fallen into the ways 
of “that crowd” that neither knows nor 
loves her Lord. Is she not then denying 
him in life as actually as Peter did in 
words that night so long ago? She will 
not. demur when you remind her that 
selfishness and laziness and covetousness 
are denials of him; but the Christian girl 
finds it harder to guard against the ways 
of the world than against its principles, 
It is in the little (?) social ways that her 
chief danger lies. : 
3. But you have a blessed truth to bring 
to your sorely tried young Christians, in 





' the reminder that this same Saviour who 
| understood Peter and prayed for him, 
that his faith fail not in his temptation, _ 


is her Saviour, too, and can keep her from 
falling if she will stay close to him, And 





among his avowed enemies instead of—-—— 
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Lesson for May 1 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22: 61, €& 


he will restore her if she has fallen, as 
he restored Peter, after his deep repent- 
tance. Point her to him, 


Home Study 

Try this week, after carefully reread- 
ing Mark 14 and Luke 22, to write down, 
in your own words, what you think Peter 
saw in that look Jesus gave him (Luke 
22:61). Then find and read Mrs. Brown- 
ing’s lines in “The Two Sayings” and 
“The Look.” Compare your thoughts 
with hers. 

Decatur, GA, 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Cocksure.” 

Disctssion: Get down to the real seri- 
ous planning for a regular daily devo- 
tional program, “the morning watch,” 
or some definite schedule to keep close 
to Christ. 


Objective: Out of self into Christ. 














AY, fellows, have you ever thought 
of” working out a different program 

for Peter during that momentous period 
between Thursday night and Friday 
noon? Where would you begin? Prob- 
ably at the supper table with the Lord 
wlien Peter was too cocksure! Well, I 
never thought of that term as a play 
upon words until this moment, “Master, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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though all men forsake thee, I will die 
with thee! Even John here won’t go as 
far as I will!” And Jesus said, “Before 
the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice.” Surely that must be where the 
word “cocksure” got its start. I suppose 
I am just dumb that it had not occurred 
to me before... Anyhow, let’s get Peter 
straight right here. Make him say this, 
instead: “Lord, it grieves me to. think 
of your coming to such suffering. May 
I share it with you? But I am very 
weak; make me willing to go the whole 
length, I have no strength of my own. 
I am as fickle as the wind!” 

Now, fellows, I believe that if Peter 
had spoken in that spirit instead of in 
the way -he did, he would have avoided 
the sad mistakes that followed. Depend- 
ing upon his Master’s Spirit to hold him 
true, he would have kept close to him on 
the way to the high priest’s palaces. But 
Peter had depended upon his own bursts 
of loyalty, expressed while out of danger, 
and so he got “cold feet” when the Ro- 
man soldiers came and took Jesus away. 
Those chilled ankles simply wouldn’t 
keep up in the march: they dropped Peter 
back, away behind. He followed, but at 
a safe distance. 

Arriving at the palace, Peter hesitated 
outside. The soldiers with Jesus had gone 
inside with his accusers, and John had 
gone in, John was hoping Peter would 
come on in, too. He secured permission 
for Peter to enter. But Peter got no 
farther than the brazier which held the 
fire in the court of the palace. Peter 
stopped there and rubbed his hands to- 


gether over the coals. The servants of% 


the palace and others were loafing around, 
making Various comments about Jesus. 
It was easy to see they were not friends 
of Jesus. Mighty risky place to stop and 
warm, a bad atmosphere for Peter’s weak- 
ening faith. If he had followed close 
up he probably would not have stopped 
out there, because he would be seeing 
—_ through — yea, ready to die with 


oe even.if he had been barred out 
by the guards and compelled to remain 
out in the court, wouldn’t it have been 
fine, fellows, to have seen him turn to 
that servant maid and say: “Yes, I be- 
long with him. I am his devoted ‘friend, 
and I will stand by him through thick 
and thin!” They would have hooted him, 
perhaps, but do you think Peter would 
have been tormented by that as he was 
later under the sting of his conscience ? 
Peter went all to pieces. He actually 
cursed with his third denial. Then the 
rooster crowed for the second time and 
poor Peter was all in a heap. Berhaps 
nobody knows just how much Peter did 
suffer with his Lord that day, but it was 
a guilty suffering. There are two ways 
to suffer in spirit —the low way and the 
high way. Paul said: “That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, be- 
ing made conformable unto his death” 
(Phil. 3:10). Peter wanted to know 
Jesus only in his mighty power. When 
it came to the suffering, Peter stayed out 
by the fire warming himself. Peter was 
choosing the way of suffering, but it was 
the low way. 

And the end of that episode was weep- 
ing — bitter weeping for Peter. There’s 
no suffering so keen as the suffering made 
poignant with guilt. Peter’s suffering was 
that kind. Fellows, it need not be so for 
you and me if we follow close up. My 
every ignominious, heart-crushing failure 
I can trace directly to neglect of my 
pete prayer or my morning searching 

£ God’s Word to know his will and his 
program for the day; or because some- 
where in the day’s ob Ref I became self- 
sufficient and forgetful of the vital fact 
that I am just a branch and must abide 
in the Vine to bear fruit. Only so can 
we avoid the low way of suffering. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
oe 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical nels 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents, post- 
age 5 cents.) 
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A Lesson Sidelight in Verse 


WO poems of Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning are especially suggestive 
for this week’s International Uniform 
Lesson on “Peter’s Denial and Repent- 
ance.” They are given below as a les- 
son sidelight in verse, 


The Look 
The Saviour looked on Peter, Ay, no 
word, 
No gesture of reproach; the Heavens 
serene 
ens heavy with armed justice, did not 
ean 


Their oe that way: the forsaken 
r 


Looked only, on the traitor, None record 

What that look was, none guess; for 
those who have seen 

Wronged lovers loving through a death- 


pang keen, 

Or pa‘e-cheeked martyrs smiling to a 
sword, 

Have ” Si Jehovah at the judgment 
call, . 

And Peter, from the height of blas- 
phemy — 

“T — knew this man” — did quail and 
a 


As knowing straight THAT GOD; and 
turnéd free 

And “= out speechless from the face 
of all, 

And filled the silence, weeping bitterly. 


The Meaning of the Look 


I think that look of Christ might seem 
to say — 

“Thou Peter! art thou then a common 
stone 

Which I at last must break my heart 


upon, 
For all God’s charge to his high angels 


may 
Guard my foot better? Did I yesterday 
Wash thy feet, my beloved, that they 


_should run 
Quick to deny me ’neath the morning 
sun 


And do thy kisses, like the rest, betray? 
The a crows coldly. — Go, and mani- 
est 
A late contrition, but no bootless fear! 
For when thy final need is dreariest, 
Thou shalt not be denied, as I am here; 
My voice to God and angels shall attest, 
Because I KNOW this man, let him be 
clear.” 
w 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of April 24) 


€. Jesus had just told of his coming suffer- 
ings and crucifixion (Mark 8: 31-33), and 
Satan had just spoken through Peter. 


2. Since it occurred upon a “high mountain 
apart,” and in the region of Caesarea- Philippi, 
it is almost certain that Mt. Hermon was the 
scene of this event (Matt. 16 : 13; 17:1). 


3. It was a vision of Christ in the glory of 
his coming kingdom. 

4. He was praying (Luke 9 + abo: 

s. Great emphasis is placed upon the daz- 
zling whiteness of his robes and face, even as 
it is so often recorded of angels (Matt. 17 : 2; 
Mark 9:3; Luke 9:29, with Matt. 28:3; 
Mark 16:5; Luke 2:9; 9: 30, 313 24:4). 

6. Concerning his death at Jerusalem (Luke 
9 2 38); 

7. Probably Peter learned who these two 
were through hearing Jesus call their names 
as the three talked together (Luke 9 : 30). 


8 These were two (of the only three men- 
tioned in the Bible) whose bodies had not 
seen corruption in the grave (did they appear 
in their final bodies of glory, promised in 
Philippians 3 : 21?) even as. Jesus’ own did not. 
Elijah had been carried to heaven without 
dying, and Moses’ body had been rescued 
from the grave by an archangel, apparently 
that it might not decay there in the usual 
natural processes (note Jude 9). 


9. These two, representing the two greatest 
lines of teaching God had yet given to men, 
the law and the prophets, had neither one 
(apparently) accomplished his full mission on 
earth, for Moses did not lead the Israelites 
into Canaan, nor did Elijah redeem Israel 
from: idolatry and its: consequences, even as 
Jesus was to die on the cross without having 
been accepted by his own people as their 
Messiah and Saviour. They could all three 
speak of the ultimate victory ef God’s pur- 
poses in the final triumph over sin, as evi- 





denced in their already redeemed bodies — 
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the last victory over sin God will make real 
to all his redeemed ones. 

10. The glory of the Lord —the glorification 
of Jesus. 


11. To strengthen their faith in him when 
others rejected him. 


12, Evidently a divine encouragement to go 
forward to the cross amid even the misunder- 
standing of those nearest to him. The assur- 
ance that Heaven understood even though 
human understanding was dull. The heav- 
enly visitors also may have brought informa- 
tion as to the details surrounding his death. 

13. He broke in with a thoughtless sugges- 
tion that put his Lord on the same level with 
Moses and Elias, and that also evidenced a 
desire for ease rather than sacrifice. 

14. The voice from heaven set Jesus as su- 
preme and commanded obedience to his word. 

1s. The test of the disciples’ faith in Jesus 
as God’s Son was becoming more and more 
acute. 


16. Because they were in the presence of the 
glory of God. 


17. His reference to it in 2 Peter 1 : 16-18, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 8. Elements in Ideal Home Life. Eph. 
6: 1-9. 

May 15. How to Become a Leader. 2 Tim. 
2:1-7. 

May 22. Bible Guide-Posts. Psa. 119 : 9-16, 

May 29. How Have Missions Helped China? 
Luke 4 : 16-31. 


Sunday, May 1 


What Vocations Are Worth While? 
(1 Cor. 3 : 6-16) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Vocations that serve (Acts 13 : 36). « 
Tues.—The teacher (2° Tim. 2 : 24-26). ° 
Wed.—The religious leader. (Mal. 2 : 4-7). 
Thurs.—Art (Exod. 31 : 1-5). 
Fri.—Agriculture (Prov. 12: 11). 
Sat.—Merchandising (Luke 19 : 11-28). 











How would you measure the worth-whileness 
of a vocation? 

What is the meaning of “worth while” in 
this connection? 


What are most important, the learned pro- 
fessions or trade? 


HILLIPS BROOKS once said: “A 

chisel cannot cause a noble statue > 
it is only cold, dead steel. Yet neither 
can the artist carve the statue without 
the chisel. When, however, the two are 
brought together, when the chisel lays it- 
self in the hands of the sculptor, ready 
to be used by him, the beautiful work be- 
gins. We cannot do Christ’s work -— 
our hands are too clumsy for anything so 
delicate, so sacred; but when we put our- 
selves into the hands of Christ, his wis- 
dom, his skill, and his gentleness flow 
through us, and the work is done. Christ 
and we do it,—not we alone, for we 
could not do it; yet not Christ alone, for 
he depends on us.” 


When we hear such a statement as 
this, or when we read Ephesians 2: 10, 
are we not often prone to think that only 
so-called Christian work is implied? To 
be sure, the specific reference is to Chris- 
tian work, but the statement is equally 
true of the Christian’s every-day employ- 
ment, whether it be full-time service for 
Christ or not. 

We may safely say that so long as 
work does not involve any transgression 
of God’s law or of the principles laid 
down by the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Gospels, there is no vocation especially to 
be preferred above another. The import- 
ant point to be determined is whether or 
not we are doing the work God has planned 
for us. It is just as much a tragedy to 
be a full-time missionary on the foreign 
field when God’s plan calls for so-called 
secular work at home, as it would-be 
were the conditions reversed, 

ye 

If then the vocation we have chosen 
is the one God has chosen for us it must 
be worth while. If our choice is not 
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God’s choice, then no matter how noble 
or self-sacrificing that vocation, it never 
can be worth while according to God’s 
standard. It may bring us success as men 
rate success; it may bring us fame and 
the applause of men, but we can never 
have the true joy and happiness that may 
be ours in God’s plan, and, in the final 
analysis, all that we have accomplished 
through our own planning must collapse 
and come to naught as we stand before 
God, 
we 


This is what Paul emphasized when 
writing to the Corinthians, a portion of 
which letter is taken for our Scripture 
lesson. The foundation upon which the 
Christian’s work is to be laid is the Lord 
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11). Such a 
foundation requires belief on the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God’s only Son, the ac- 
ceptance of his death on Calvary for our 
sins, the cleansing that comes through 
turning to him in confession and for for- 
giva@ness, the acknowledging of him as our 
Lord and Master. 

In other words, Paul is seeking to make 
it plain that every act and every faculty 
of the Christian, and indeed his very life, 
depend upon Christ. We may compare 
Paul’s words with the words of the Lord 
Jesus himself in John 15 when he says, 
“Without me ye can do nothing” (v. 5), 
and again, “Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain” (v. 16). 

Mere sincerity will not save from de- 
struction the Christian’s work done apart 
from God’s plan. No matter how sincere 
we may be in choosing a vocation, if we 
have neglected to find out God’s choice, 
our works will have to be destroyed. - 

Paul shows also in our Scripture les- 
son (v. 12) that, even upon the founda- 
tion which is Christ, man may build 
works that will stand the. test or that will 
fail. We know from 2 Corinthians 5: 
10 that we must all some day give an 








account, before the judgment seat of 


Christ, for the deeds done in the body. 
Our failure to seek God’s plan, or our 
willfulness in persisting in our own plan 
will mean, therefore, that. we shall not 
only miss the fullness of joy and fruit- 
fulness in our work in this life, but we 
shall miss the reward offered, in the life 
to. come (v. 14). We'shall ourselves be 
saved to enjoy eternal life, but we shall 
lose the crown for- faithful service here 
(v. 15). “ 


How then shall we find out God’s plan? 
Of first irnporsanes, perma is the deter- 
mination to do ‘s will at any cost 
as soon as we know it. God does not 
promise to show us his will in order that 
we may determine whether or not we 
shall do it. 

Next we should definitely ask God to 
reveal his will to us (Jas. 1:5). It is 
not enough to take it for granted that he 
will reveal his plan, God expects us to 
come to him seeking it. 

Then we must feed upon the written 
Word. It was given to us for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion, that we might be throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works (2 Tim. 3: 
16, 17), and God will use it to direct 
our thoughts and our steps to’ those ways 
that he has mapped out for us. 

We must take the time to fellowship 
with him in prayer; that we may come to 
know his. voice, rightly to interpret his 
will, so that he may have: opportunity to 
speak’ to us as well as to listen to our 
petitions. 

In addition to the Word’ and prayer, 
God will often use circumstances and the 
advice of Christian friends to indicate 
to us his will. We dare not take either 
or both of these apart from. prayer or 
the Word, but combined with prayer and 
the Word circumstances and the advice 
of friends will often show us what to do. 
We may definitely ask God so to control 
the circumstances surrounding our em- 
ployment that the door will be opened in 
the direction he wishes us to go, and 





A new book 


challenge. 
fresh and stimulating. 





IS THE ANTICHRIST AT HAND ? 


By Rev. Oswald J. Smith 


peter book contains evidence of a most startling nature from the world of demonology, 
politics and religion, regarding the End-Time of the age, which is vividly portrayed. 
It is a book for the present momentous hour. 
impressed with the importance of the times in which we are living. 
The sense of crises and emergency is breathed throughout its pages. It is 
It is clear and forceful, speaking in no uncertain terms. A warn- 
ing rings out from every chapter, and admonition permeates every paragraph. 


SPECIAL PRICES IN QUANTITIES 
Price: Paper, 55 cents postpaid; Cloth, $1.00 postpaid 
Order your copy today from 


THE TABERNACLE PUBLISHERS, 83 Christie St., Toronto, Canada 


on prophecy 


No one can read this book without being 
It constitutes a 











Dr. Conrad uncovers 





bed-rock foundations 





of Christian belief 





BRAND-NEW book by the pastor of the famous Park Street Church, 


and author of ‘‘ Jesus Christ at the Cross-Roads,’’ and ‘‘ Comrades of 


the Carpenter,’’—stressing in a constructive way the abiding realities of the 


Christian faith which make the only-true basis for a life of happiness and 
These realities are expressed in seven great 
affirmations: Gop Is, Gop Createp, Gop SpaKE, Gop CaMmE, Gop RE- 


service, here and hereafter. 


DEEMED, Gop Is HERE, Gop Is CominG AGAIN, 


THs book will be welcomed and treasured by all Christians. 


vating and convincing reading, and offers rich material for sermons, 


prayer-meeting talks, and Bible class study and discussion. 


under the title : 


The Seven Finalities of Faith 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 


MAY BE ORDERED FROM BOOKSELLERS OR FROM 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


It is capti- 


Just published 
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those doors closed through which he does 


not desire us to enter. 
we 


Let us never forget that God is more 
eager to reveal the work that he has 
panned for us than we are to know it, 
and if we come to him sincerely, as little 
children, waiting for him to show us, he. 
will not- fail us but will clearly lead us 
into his full will, 


Is my present vocation worth while in 
God’s sight? 


Is it his choice for me? 


Am I willing to seek and to have his 
choice? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





| Children at Home 








The Little Flower 
By Emma Florence Bush 


NCE upon a time there was a little 
flower that grew in a lonely place 
far from the garden where mother plant 
had ripened her seeds, and where her 
brothers and sisters were still growing. 
Indeed, there were no other flowers 
near her, for she was in a grassy space 
surrounded by trees, but she felt_ happy 
that she could look up and see the blue 
sky, the bright sun, and the fleecy white 
clouds, 

She was not a pretty flower, — just a 
plain, dull, dingy blue. At first she felt 
very sad as she. looked at the beautiful 
things around her, the blue sky, the 
bright sun, the crimson and purple clouds 
at sunset, and even the soft layer of dull 
brown needles from the pine trees that 
lay all around her. Often she wished 
she were as beautiful as they were, but 
she said bravely, “I can love them for 
their beauty, and even the love of a 
homely flower like myself may help 
them.” So. she watched them each day 
as long as she could see them. 

When night came with its velvety 
blackness she loved that, too, and under 
its tender: shelter she slept and dreamed 
she was as beautiful eas the things she 
gazed upon all day long. Then she awoke 
to throw her threadlike roots deeper into 
the ground and to open. more buds into 
flower. 

The only living thing she ever saw was 
a feeble old woman who came every day 
to gather sticks for her fire. She often 
stopped to look at the little flower, and 
sometimes she would pick one of its 
blossoms and take it home with her. The 
flower came te look for her coming and 
sent up new blossoms to greet her, for 
she saw that the poor woman grew more 
feeble every day. 

At last she came no more, and the 
flower grieved for her, but still she looked 
at all the beautiful things around’ her 
with a flower heart of love, and still she 
sent her buds into blossom. 

One night she awoke in the moonlight 
at a.gentle touch upon her leaves. Stand- 
ing beside her was a beautiful shining 
figure who softly said, “Dear little flower, 
I was once the old woman who came to 
gather sticks, and who loved your tiny 
blossoms. And because your heart is 
full of love and you were not envious of 
things more beautiful but grew to com- 
fort one who needed it, tonight is given 
to you a gift.” ‘ : 

hen she bent and kissed the little 
flower, who slept again. 

And lo! When she awoke the next 
morning she remembered the kiss. She 
now had in her blossoms a touch of all 
the things she loved: the blue of the sky, 
the whiteness of the clouds, the bright 
eye of the sun, the purple and gold of the 
sunset clouds, even the velvety blackness 
of the silent night. 

Along the path came one who exclaimed 
at the sight of her beauty. Stooping, he 
carefully lifted her from the earth and 
carried her to the garden of the king. 
He named her “Pansy,” which means 
loving thoughts. 
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Another. Lighthouse 
in Barren New England 


[ JUST HOUSES are seldom needed in 
clear stretches of deep, open water. 
But where the rocks are most dangerous, 
the shoals most treacherous, and the cur- 
rent most baffling there is found their 
greatest need and usefulness. One does 
not have to read far into Ernest Gordon’s 
new book, “The Leaven of the Sad- 
ducees” (may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, $1.50 cloth, $1 
paper, postage 10 cents), to discover 
that, in a peculiar sense, New England 
is in desperate need of spiritual light- 
houses that will send forth the pure rays 
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
_A recently established church in Tor- 
rington, Conn., should give every true 
Christian cause for thanksgiving and 
praise to God for his faithfulness -in rais- 
ing up sucha lighthouse. For a number 
of years the Rev. John Hunter Stearns 
served as the pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church of Torrington, with marked 
financial and spiritual blessing to the 
church and to the people. However, Mr. 
Stearns felt led to urge last June that 
the church declare itself as a Fundamen- 
talist church, to designate missionary 
funds to those missions known to be 
sound in the faith, and to limit its union 
meetings to the exclusion of participation 
with those churches in the city who were 
Modernistic in their theology. The 
leaders of Calvary Baptist Church, how- 
ever, would not stand with their pastor, 
and their attitude led to his resignation. 

But God was not going to let this true 
testimony to the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints disappear . from 
Torrington. Some fifty members and 
friends took steps to form. a new church 
and urged Mr. Stearns to remain in Tor- 
rington and become the pastor of an out 
and out Fundamentalist church. 

With this nucleus, Bethel Baptist 
Church has been organized and God has 
been remarkably blessing the new .werk. 
A rented hall on a third floor has Dee 
the meeting place, and the church and 
Sunday-school are growing in numbers: 
A recent letter from Mrs. Stearns teltg 
that the Sunday-school on its six-month 
birthday numbered 140, and, that on a 
recent stormy Sunday evening, the new 
church had the largest attendance of any 
in Torrington, although one of the other 
churches has a membership of about 


Ghe Sanday School Gines 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times. is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year, 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. : 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United_States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.7 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.95 @ year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, eithcr to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
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1631 Walnut Street, Philadelph: 
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Lesson for May 1 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22: 61, 62 
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THE PERRY PICTURES 

Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 5x8, 
Postpaid. 


TWO CENTS EACH for25S or more 
Send $0 cents tor 25 Art 
Subjects or 25 on Li 
Christ. Notweo alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
tor 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. 
Box 96, MAupen, Mass. 
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Trained NATIVES in various bare 
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t 







pert. Would yeu so love to help your Lord? wii 
you y about this ? Service and Literature free. 
Native. Preacher Co., Bex T, 251 Fairmosnt: Ré., Ridgewood, NJ. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
rH ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 











Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.’* Savtple copy free. 


MOTHER’S DAY SONGS 
25 for 25c. 


TILLMAN SONG BOOK CO., ATLANTA, GA. 








WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTING CO., Stapleton, N. Y. 


BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME foo" ivi, 
Public Speakinz. Exegesis, Sermon Building, etc. 
gy to graduation. Announcements, Write Prof. 
C, J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


























QUALITY CHICKS 
Chicks from winter laying, farm raised,mature stock, 
S. C.W. Leghorns, R. I. Reds, Barred Rocks, White 
Orpingtons, Anconas, Black Jersey Giants, White 
W yandottes, White Plymouth ocks, Black Minor- 
cas, Pekin and Indian Runner Ducks; $15 per roo up. 
Live Delivery guaranteed. Parcel Post prepaid. 
Hatching cans $8.00 per 100 up. Several breeds rab- 
bits. Circular free. Shipments will be made from 
one of our nearest associated hatcheries, 
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. unnecessary. Details FREE. 
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The World’s Unrest 
Visions of the Dawn 


By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 


A significant study and analysis of world 
conditions pointing to the imminent return of 
Christ. 
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twelve hundred; Sixteen have been 
brought to Christ since the new church 
was organized, and over $1,500 has now 
been contributed by the congfegation, 
who are all in very moderate circum- 
stances, toward the buiiding of a taber- 
nacle as a permanent church home. 
Mr, and Mrs. Stearns and the congre- 
gation of the Bethel Baptist Church covet 
the prayers of God’s people that they 
may be kept true to the Word and in the 
center of God’s will for them as a channel 
for the whole Gospel in Torrington. Will 
you join with those who are praying for 
this work? Special prayer is asked for 
a Heaven-sent revival in Torrington, that 
funds may. speedily be: supplied (about 
$25,000) for the construction of a Gospel 
tabernacle and Bible training: school, and 
also ‘that funds:may be sent in for the 
current needs /of the work. and for the 
broadcasting of the Word by tracts, Gos- 
pels, Bible Conferences and other forms 
of aggressive evangelism. 

It will specially be appreciated if all 
who are praying for Bethel Baptist 
Church will write either a card or letter 
to Mr. John Hunter Stearns, 400 Pros- 
pect’ Avenue, Torfington, Conn., so that 
they may be kept informed as to the prog- 
ress of the work. All contributions may 





[ With the New Books 








Put God First. By Burke Culpepper, 
D.D. (Pentecostal Publishing Co., Louis- 
ville, Ky., $1.50.) The distinguishing fea- 
ture of this series of sermons by a South- 
ern evangelist is their warmth and vital- 
ity. Dr. Culpepper gives Gospel truth 
straightforwardly, but withal so color- 
fully and winningly, driving it home with 
a host of apt illustrations. Unique is 
the Introduction — written by his father 
and mother and shining with an honest 
pride and a deep desire that their son may 
be used mightily for the Lord. 


Evangelistic Sermons. By J. C. Massee, 
D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) The pastor of the famous 
Tremont Temple, Boston, goes to the 
root of evangelism. He preaches to 
arouse Christians to’ their responsibility 
for “bringing good tidings of Jesus as 
the Christ” and he sets an example by 
“persuading men everywhere to accept 
him as Saviour and confess him as Lord.” 
Never a service goes by but the invita- 
tion is given for men to accept Christ, 
and the Lord has blessed in a marvelous 
way, so that for the past three years, 
while the pastor was in the pulpit, not 
a Sabbath has passed without seeing some 
one make public confession of Christ. 
The present volume is a collection of 
ten of Dr. Massee’s most striking evan- 
gelistic appeals. 


The Self Explaining Bible. (William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and The American Tract 
Society, New York City, cloth $5, imita- 
tion leather $7.50, full leather $10.75.) 
Who has not wished, when reading the 
Word, for a running commentary on the 
difficult verses that would not interfere 
with. the reading and yet that might be 
referred to without having to open an- 
other volume? The difficult task of pro- 
viding just such a commentary has been 
accomplished in The Self Explaining 
Bible, or The Commentary Bible. This 
Bible has been out of print for a number 
of years, but those who have possessed 
or seen an old copy will rejoice to know 
that it may again be purchased in this 
new edition, The Bible text is printed 
on the upper part of each page and the 
lower portion is devoted to notes and ex» 
planations of the verses given above. 
The explanations are full and satisfying, 
and yet are worded in language that can 
readily be understood by all. It is grat- 
ifying to notice how faithfully the com- 
mentators have held to the faith ance 
for all delivered to the saints, and Sun- 
day School Times readers will find in 
the notes and explanations much that will 
be helpful and instructive. The Bible is 
liberally cross-referenced, and in addition 
contains a number of valuable extra fea- 
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tures, such as chronological tables. and 


indexes, tables of weights and measures, 
and times and festivals and a synopsis of 
Kerr’s “Harmony of the Gospels.” With 
a view to its use as a family Bible, exira 
heavy pages are bound in the midde of 
the book giving space for the entry of 
marriages, births, and deaths: The type 
for the Bible text is large and beautifully 
clear, and the size of the page, 10x6% 
inches, has been kept sufficiently large to 
prevent overcrowding. In keeping, how- 
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ever, with its obvious use as a family 
and study Bible the extra thin India paper 
has been avoided and an excellent quality 
of thin, opaque Bible paper has been 
chosen. The full leather edition is bound 
in handsome French Morocco, and the 
unbreakable back permits the book to 
open and lie flat at any page. In all, The 
Self Explaining Bible is one that many 
will be glad to own and treasure as a 
companion and help for many years. 





The Best Hymns 
The Best New Songs 


A JUNIOR 








chool, 


dred. 


JUNIORS DESERVE 
THE BEST 


The Best Hymn Stories 
The Best Worship Programs 


YOU HAVE THEM IN OUR NEW BOOK 


By J. E. STURGIS 
W. S. MARTIN and 
LILLIE A. FARIS 


The contents of this book truly meets 
—, needs, whether in the Bible 
unior Endeavor Society of 
—. Church. There are 153 songs and 
ymns, 33 song stories and 12 monthly 
worship programs. 
Paper, single copy, 30c; 
Cloth, single copy, 50c; $45.00 
a hundred. 


A returnable copy will be sent on request 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. Dept. 16T. 
Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati,.Ohio 


HYMNAL 


The price is right. 
25.00 a hun- 











in the 


BUSINESS man, a friend of 

the New York Bible Society, 
keeps in his desk a small supply of a 
book he calls “The Greatest Love 
Story in the World.” Some time 
ago he handed a copy to a stranger 
who came to his office upon business 
and who remarked that he was in 
great trouble and _ thoroughly dis- 
couraged. Recently he called again 
on our business friend to thank him 
for the Book, declaring that’ he had 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour, 
had become a student of the Bible 
and was seeking to win others. 


This same business man gave a 
dissipated Italian bootblack a cop 
of “The Greatest Love Story in 
the World.” Some weeks later the 
Italian gratefully said.to him: “*! read 





NEW YORK 





Sent to You Free 
“The Greatest Love Story 


Rew York Bible Society 


GWM Jive Gast Forty Gighth Street 


World” 


that good Bock every day. I get 
drunk no more. I have more money 
for my family and put some in the 
bank, too,— and I get no more head- 
ache.” 

These true stories illustrate the 
divine power of ““The Greatest Love 
Story in the World,” and the great 
good that its comforting and inspiring 
message does. 

You who know the Trmth will 
deeply appreciate a copy of this book. 
Perhaps you will find consolation in 
its pages, comfort in its message, ,¢ 





m4 : € 

—most certainly the noble Christ. ,¢ 
ian sevice it renders will appeal ,? 
to you! o 

Send for a FREE Copy a 
We will gladly send you a copy ff How York 
ot the book our friend calls o Bible Society 
“The GreatestLove Story (¢ Dept. 35 
in the World” if you will 4% 5 East 48th Street 


simply send your name 
and address en the at- 
tached. coupon, en- 
closing a stamp. 


o New York City, N. Y. 


¢ Gentlemen: Please senda 

@ me without obligation on 

@” my parta free copy of “The 

Greatest Love Story in the 
orld. 
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It is time to be. planning 


your program for 


a 


this season's 


Vacation 
Bible 
School 


F YOU are look- 
ing for teaching 
material that has 

been thorougly test- 
ed and approved by 
leaders eve! here 
















































in the work, be sure 
to investigate the Standard Vacation Bible 
School | Courses before buying. Our course 
covers three grades and three years in each 

de — Kindergarten, roaey and Junior. It 
differs from all others in the important feature 


; All book materials necessary for the 
#4 work of each teacher are to be found 
in the ONE book provided for that 
teacher. This does not mean that the 
manual is the work of one person. In- 
stead, it is the product of several of 
the best spectates. s their particular 


Send for our free tweuty-page booklet giving: 
‘ full description of our courses, together with a 
; typical day’s program. 


The Standard Publishing Company 


16-S, Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Sts. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 














. AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200.- missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 











AN OFFER 
) EXTRAORDINARY 


Here it is—if your church needs a modern 
complete Lantern Projection Outfit : 


1 Balopticon Stereopticon, $65.00 
1 Film Slide Attachment, 38.50 
$103.50 


with which we give you FREE 500 picture 
strip film slides of “Life of Christ” "Coals 
$22.00). ACT QUICKLY. 

WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
918 Chestnut Street, - - ~- Philadelphia 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
. Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


A Pastor’s Week of Prayer 


HIS particular week was in the lat- 
ter part of January, and in a church 
which had been largely given over to 
Modernism, with a Modernist pastor who 
had led the congregation astray. But 
somehow last year the Lord brought 
about a change of pastors, and the new 
pastor soon got such a burden of prayer 
for the church that he could hardly sleep 
or rest day of night. Finally he called 
for a week of prayer, and led off by 
throwing his whole heart into the under- 
taking, with everything else laid aside. 
And here, in the pastor’s own words, is 
how it resulted: 


Oh, what a time of spiritual “es and 
freedom and marvelous blessing! . Just 
one thing (I could mention many others) 
would have been worth a month of prayer. 
A committee was appointed whose sole busi- 


the church’s “upper prayer room” each Sun- 
day morning and evening while the service 
is going on. So yesterday while I preached, 
men and women were on their knees inter- 
ceding... Oh, what a glorious day! And last 
night six were added to the church on con- 
fession! Praise God! 


Would not the “slump. problem” in 
many places be solved if evangelical pas- 
tors -would adopt some such program? 


April 25 to May 1 
Mon.—Mark 14 : 53-62. 
Peter Following Afar Off. 


Peter did well that he followed Christ, 
even “afar off.” He did better than some 
others (vs. 50-52). How many today 
would follow Christ under such terrify- 
ing conditions? Peter’s loving heart was 
loyal. But loyal love is not necessarily 

“perfect love,” for the latter “casteth out 


Prayer Succestions: Read the Intro- 
duction, and pray that many pastors may 
be led to do likewise. Also that Chris- 
tian parents, Sunday-school teachers, 
church officers, and other Christian leaders 
may have that “holy boldness’ that will 
enable. them to follow the Lord, not 
timidly or “afar off,” but closely and loy- 
ally, leading others to do likewise. 
Tues.—Luke 22 : 31-48. 

Peter Warned Against Temptation. 

Peter’s denial of Christ probably re- 
mained with him always as a most hum- 
bling memory, and yet that denial need 
not have occurred, for it was pre- 


But alas, to be forewarned is not always 
to be forearmed. Have you given heed 
to every warning? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Sudan Interior Mission (366 Bay Street, 
Toronto 2, Ont.) ; especially for the train- 
ing of the more promising of its converts 
to work as pastors and evangelists. Praise 
God for the steady and substantial growth 
of this Mission, under the directorship of 
Messrs. Bingham, Hughes, Jones, and 
others, 


Wed.—Mark 14 : 63-72. 


Peter’s Denial and Repentance. 


In those six hours from midnight to 
dawn what varied experiences >= 
Peter’s! “Vehemently” loyal (vs. 20, 
31); warned (v. 30); drowsy (v. 7 
Febuced (v. 37); foolishly Hes pg ®: Vv. 

47) 3 rebuked again (Matt. 26: 52); fear- 
fully following, and finally denying. Ah, 
but when he came to himself “he wept’! 
Better a denying disciple than a betray- 
ing “devil” (John 6:70); . yet better 
neither! 

Prayer Succestions: Had Peter for- 
gotten also a previous warning? See 
chapter 8:34, 38. Yet the Lord gave his 
penitent disciple a “second chance.” Let 
us pray that we may not forget; or, if we 
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let us humbly praise him for the second 
and third, and even tenth chance that he 
has given. Star: 

Thurs.—Isaiah 53 : 1-12.. Despised and Rejected. 
No form, no comeliness, no beauty; 
why? See chapter 52:14. But the Sol 
reason was, and is, because’ the 

man is incapable of seeing -6r te- 
hending spiritual form or F mnetindse or 
beauty. It was this, the enmity of the 
flesh toward the Spirit, that was respon- 
sible for the conditions described*in chap- 
ter 52:14 (see Scofield Reference Bible). 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
“six doctrinally sound Bible ochacke” (one 
in Russia, two in Germany, one in~Po- 
land, one in Prague, and one in Austria) 
looking to the Russia Evangelization So- 
ciety (156 Fifth Avenue, New York City) 
for prayer and support. The need in these 
schools is very great. 


Fri—Proverbs 4: 10-19. Avoiding Temptation. 


It is utterly impossible to avoid ever 
coming in contact with temptation, but 
it is not impossible to avoid deliberately 
going in its way or tampering with it; 
also to avoid being in the slightest degree 
influenced by it wher it comes your way. 
The only way to avoid temptation’s se- 
ducing power is to abide in Christ. See 
James 1: 13-15. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
China Inland Mission (150 St. George 
Street, Toronto 5, Ont.), especially ask- 
ing G od for the protection of all tts in- 
terests and its representatives in China 
during these days of strife and turmoil 
and human uncertainty. Pray. for Dr. 
Henry W. Frost, the Rev. E. A. Brown- 
lee, and all their associates. 
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Ss 
Sat.—2 Corinthians 7 : 1-10, ‘3 
Godly Sorrow Worketh hspeditasin: 
Peter; bold and self-confident (Mark 
14:20, 3F)4 then drowsy (v. 37), then 
following “afar off” (v. 54), and finally 
found amgng Christ’s enemies (ys. 


but also what an example he furnished 
of that “godly sorrow”. which “worketh 
repentance.” Sin .worketh sorro 

not al! sorrow worketh ‘ rH * te. 


= 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 


born Street), ios on a for its work of 
evangelization among the 


retary, Mr. Tr ge, writes: 


God’s people continually.” 


Sun.—Psalm 51: 1-9. The Penitent’s Prayer. 


No better illustration of “godly sor- 
row” can be found in the entire Bible. 
That which made David’s prayer par- 
ticularly acceptable to God was his 
broken-hearted recognition of his sin as 
being against God {(v. 4). To sorrow 
because one is found out is one thing; to 
sorrow because one’s sin is against 
is a wholly different thing. Note, too, 
that David said “I,” not “we.’ 


Prayer Succestions; Pray much for 
all whose Christian activities are men- 
tioned in this department. Within the 
past thirty days representatives of prob- 
ably not less ‘than a dozen great Chris- 
tian enterprises have written, pleading for 
prayer. Oh, how urgent are many of 





these requests! Do you as et gai pre- 
sent them before the throne of grace? 














THIS THING OF GIVING 





aS 





every one who gives a penny 


poker that what he says is 


by also 
Write for particulars to 


Box S43 








“There is something about this thing of giving that blesses us. 
No man has ever impoverished himself by giving. It cannot 
be done. Those who give most have most left. I believe 


believe that every one who dries a tear with His assistance will 
be spared the shedding of a thousand tears. Give—and some- 
where, from out of the clouds, or from the sacred depth of 
human hearts, a melody divine will reach your ears, and 
gladden all your days upon the earth.” 


The above was written by one who knows from actual ex- 


| 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE | 
153 Institute Place | 
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that 
will get it back a hundredfold. I 


true. his seventy-seventh . 


hday he sent the above as his testimony to the Institute as i 
one of its many happy annuitants. Try out his prescription jf 
becoming an investor in a Life AST Contract. 


Chicago, Illinois — 
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71), became an @asy prey to temptation; — & 


salvation” (v. 10; Matt. 27: 3-5). ae 
Pray for the § 
Chicago Tract Society (440 South Dear- 
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have forgotten and thereby failed God, 
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THE -NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West S5th Street, New York 
DON O. SHELTON, President - C. B. NORDLAND. Secretary. 
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